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DEEDS OF LOVE

“But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have

need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not

love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. And

hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our

hearts before him.”

1 John 3:17-19

This passage from John's epistle provides
insight into the motivation to help others. That
motivation is ‘love.” It is the love of God in us.
The love of God in us must flow out of us. This
love expressed must go beyond words; it must
be seen in the deeds that we do. Seeing a brother
or sister in need and failing to do something to
help relieve the need speaks volumes about the
disposition of one’s heart. John gets right to the
point of the matter when he writes, “...how
dwelleth the love of God in him?”

A person redeemed by Jesus, as well as a
group of the redeemed that form a local church,
should exude the love of God. Members should
love one another and together they should love
others of the household of faith. See Galatians
6:10. When the love of God is exuded in both
words and deeds, it is both a mark of sincere

faith and the assurance that one is of ‘the truth.’

The Progressive Primitive Baptists have
been stalwarts in proclaiming that they are ‘of
the truth.” Considering John’s words, there is
evidence proving this to be so in deeds done
that manifest in us the love of God. In this issue,

we consider several outreach ministries that
embody the principle that the apostle
establishes; for we see the compassion of both
individuals and churches in their support of
ministries like the Bethany Home, the Primitive
Baptist Scholarship Fund, the outreach to Haiti
and the ministry of DMI to the people of the

Ukraine.

People have been (and are being!) helped.
Needs are being met. Compassion is being
shown. And God is being glorified! We dedicate
this issue to all those involved in the day to day
ministries of these outreach organizations. We
also give thanks to all who through their
support of these ministries, both in their prayers
and their financial gifts, display the love of God.

- Eld. Dean Robbins.
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The Lodge at Bethany, a new state of the art
assisted living facility located in Statesboro,
Georgia, is the latest endeavor of the Primitive
Baptist people in caring for older people in their
declining years. The formal opening of this
facility was held on the weekend of March 10 and
March 13, 2016, with a ribbon cutting ceremony
on Thursday and a Service of Dedication on
Sunday. After the service on Sunday, an open
house afforded an opportunity for the large
crowd in attendance to take a tour of the
beautiful building and the many facilities which
will provide a comfortable life for the resident.

This is a continuation of the work begun in
1923, when the first home for the aged and
infirmed was opened in Vidalia, Georgia, then
known as The Bethany Home. This work among
Primitive Baptists was begun under the
leadership of Elder R. H. Barwick (1866-1945). He

was the person who was probably most

responsible for coordinating and setting in
motion the efforts that led to the establishment of
Bethany Home. He wrote in an editorial for the
August 15, 1922 issue of The Banner-Herald the

following;:

“I have in my mind’s vision, a home for old
women, provided with everything for their
comfort, and kept by a competent man and
wife—a home that would be a home for
everyone who is homeless, they would feel at
home and be as happy as their circumstances

will allow.”

A short me a er this, a Board of Trustees was
established that provided the organizational
structure for the ongoing work of establishing the
home. Elder Barwick was the first President of



The Bethany Home, and he remained in that
position until his death in 1945.

Elder T. E. Sikes (1860-1943), who lived in
Vidalia, Georgia, was instrumental in locating
the home in Vidalia and in procuring the first
parcel of land for the home. He was the first

Manager of the home, and continued in that role
until his death in 1943.

The formal opening of The Bethany Home
was held on July 4, 1923, with a celebration held
in Vidalia. Of that very special occasion Elder

Barwick wrote the following in the July 15, 1923

issue of The Banner-Herald:

“The Bethany Home is in operation. About one
year ago we began to talk it, and write about it,
and like an opening flower it has gradually
developed till now it is in full bloom. Hundreds
of our people all over the country caught the
vision as it unfolded and grew and took shape,
and July 4, 1923 was a day of great victory for
our people as they gathered at Vidalia, to
engage in the formal opening of the Home.
They were there from twenty- five towns and
cities in Georgia, and from the country for
miles away. They came to celebrate the success
achieved in the face of many discouragements,

and to be at the beginning of a great work that




shall go on and on long after we are gone and

our names are forgotten.”

There were seven ladies present at this
meeting who would become the first residents of

the home.

That is how the work of taking care of older
people began among our Primitive Baptist
people. It has grown over the years, and at the
same me many changes have taken place. This
great legacy is being carried on with the opening
of The Lodge at Bethany in Statesboro, Georgia.
Also there remains an assisted living facility in
Vidalia, Georgia. The Oaks at Bethany carries on
this work in the original location of The Bethany
Home. A very capable Board of Trustees
continues the direction of the Home with the able
CEO, Becky Livingston in charge of its overall
operation. Let us thank God for this wonderful
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work for the past 93 years, and let us pray that
the Lord will continue to bless this endeavor of

caring for those who can no longer fully care for

themselves.

- Eld. Emerson Proctor

“Pure Religion and undefiled before God and the
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world.”

James 1:27
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WS FROM THE
HURCHES




Olney Church
Oak Park, GA

We at Olney Church cordially invite you to
attend our Spring Revival Meeting. It will be held
on Tuesday, April 12th., Wednesday, April 13th.,
and Thursday, April 14th. Elder Sam Adkins of
Sardis Church in Kite, Georgia will be the guest
minister. We will have supper in the annex at 6:00
PM on Tuesday. The services will begin at 7:30
PM each evening. We at Olney would like to
express our appreciation to all of the visiting
pastors and lay speakers who have filled the
pulpit at Olney as we were without a pastor. We
were so thankful when Elder William Durrence
accepted the call to Olney to serve as our pastor.
Sister Vanna, his companion is truly a blessing.
Brother Bill began his pastoral duties in January.
Let us thank the Lord for the sweet communion
we have shared. May the Lord continue to bless
those in our midst who are sick and have not
been able to a end church. We pray for our nation
as we strive to elect a new leader. May we always

stand fast in His teachings! God bless us all!
Debbie V. Dees

Metter Church
Metter, GA

Greetings to all from the Metter Church.
December was filled with many activities. Adult
choir presented Cantata, “There’s Something
About That Name”, youth presented “Walk Thru
The Christmas Story”, Christmas caroling at
nursing homes, and our first year for Community
Christmas Eve Service. All events were enjoyed
by all as we honored our Savior’s birth. Several
of our teens attended the January Teen Retreat at

Camp Hillview. A CPR class was held to educate
us in emergency situations and teach how to
operate our new AED machine. A dinner and
movie, “The War Room”, was shown
encouraging a life of prayer. Brother Mike and
Sister Kathy expressed their love for the church
by hosting a wonderful Valentine’s Dinner. Circle
of Love had a Valentine party with residents at
Cedar Plantation Retirement Home. Youth had a
pancake supper to raise funds for a trip. We have
had so many deaths in our church family; Sisters
Bobbie Bowen, Joe Ann McElveen, Vivian Greene
Cartwright; Brothers Ray Youmans, Roy Hirt,
Roger Daniel, and Grant Hendricks. We are
saddened by the loss of so many. Our sympathy
is extended to each family. We invite everyone to
come worship with us during our Spring Revival
Meeting, April 19-21. Elder De Hagan will be our
guest minister. Please be in prayer for him and
for our meeting that the Lord will bless. Also, our
church will be hosting the Foundation Meeting in
April 25-26.

Linda Wallace

Cedar Creek Church
Collins, GA

Greetings from Cedar Creek Church. We began
2016 with a youth project list. The first project
was to make fleece lap blankets for our elderly
and /or sick in our church. We met one Friday
night, made 28 blankets and enjoyed a hot dog
supper with all the trimmings. We had 40 in
attendance with most of them working on the
blankets. Even our youngest ones helped with
the tying of the blankets. We met another night
and made more blankets. In total, 50 blankets
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were made and delivered by different ones. Some
were mailed, as they lived away from us. What a
blessing we received from this endeavor. All
receivers were touched by the remembrance of
the youth. On February 6th, we had our annual
senior citizens Valentine banquet with a large
attendance. The PBYF hosted the event and
served the meal. They provided entertainment in
music and song a afterward. In February, we lost
a precious member, Sister Adell Sapp. She fought
a courageous battle with cancer for a long me.
She lost her oldest son, Larry, to cancer 3 weeks
before her passing. We extend our deepest
sympathy to her daughter, Virginia and son, Kyle
and daughter-in-law, Carol , her grandchildren,
and siblings. She is sorely missed by us, but we
rejoice that she is with our Lord now. On March
3rd, we held our annual walkathon with a large

crowd in attendance.

The fundraiser is for a project for Camp Hillview.
We enjoyed a hot dog supper & fellowship
afterward. We invite everyone to our Easter
Services on March 27th. We are planning a special
in song to honor our Savior. Homecoming
services will be on April 10th, beginning at 10:30
a.m. Please join us if you can. We will have lunch
afterward. Please continue to pray for us at Cedar
Creek as we strive to hold to the truth of God's
word. We continue to pray for all our churches
and our pastors.

Janice Jarriel

Antioch Church
Twin City, GA

Our church family is saddened by the death of a
dear member and friend, Sister Frances Webb,

widow of Elder J. Lindy Webb, Sr. She possessed
the attributes of a remarkable Christian lady and



her dedication in her life of service to others was lovingly and
unselfishly given. She will be missed by her family, our church
and all who were blessed to be touched by her. She was loved in
this place. We also are sad to report the death of Wayne Hopkins,
husband of member, Jackie Hopkins. Wayne was also loved for
his faithfulness. He attended as long as he was able and we will
miss his smile and quiet dignity. We would like to extend our
appreciation for all those who have supplied for us, especially
Elder Ronny Webb and Brother Robbie Dollar who have been on a
rotation schedule for several months. We are happy that Elder J.

Lindy Webb, Jr. has been able to preach for us on a couple of

occasions. Even though we are without a pastor, we report good
leadership, good attendance, precious children and joyful hearts
as we worship together. We are thankful for God’s blessings in all

circumstances




NEWS FROM THE
DENOMINATION




The Scholarship Committee of the Primitive

Baptist Scholarship Foundation, Inc. announces
that scholarship applications are being accepted
for the school year 2016-2017.

Article XIV of the Trust Agreement reads as
follows: “Individuals who are beneficiaries of the
income from this fund shall be persons who have
received a high school diploma or its equivalent
and who desire to continue their education
beyond the high school level. In determining said
beneficiaries, consideration shall first be given to
those persons who are associated with the
Primitive Baptist denomination; provided,
however, the beneficiaries hereunder shall not be
limited to those persons associated with said

denomination.”

The maximum amount for a scholarship is
$1,000.00 annually. The amount of scholarships
granted depends on the funds available to the
scholarship committee. Scholarships are awarded
in the priority /order of: minister, minister’s

family, upperclassmen followed by freshmen.

The Primitive Baptist Scholarship
Foundation

L

The scholarship amounts within each category
are the same. Applicants may be awarded a
reduced amount if the church they are affiliated
with has not contributed within the last three
years. The committee would like to assist every
applicant. However, this cannot be assured
because the committee can only award the
interest earned on the principal each year.
Scholarships are awarded on an annual basis,
renewable upon application and qualification any
year thereafter. Payments are made directly to the
institution. The scholarship is divided into equal

payments on a quarterly or semester basis.

Application for scholarships must be
postmarked by June 1, 2016 or they will not be
considered and they must be filled out
completely. The current application form shows
‘Revised Feb. 2016’ in the upper right-hand
corner. Requests for a scholarship application
form may be requested either via e-mail

addressed to: pbsf4learning@gmail.com.
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The annual meeting of the Primitive Baptist Foundation, Inc. will be held at 10:00 a.m EDT on April
26, 2016 at the Metter Primitive Baptist Church in Me er, Georgia. The church is at 45 South Kennedy
Street. The phone number of the church is 912-685-6653.

On Monday evening there will be dinner served at 6:30, with preaching following. The annual

meeting is on Tuesday morning and early afternoon.

This meeting is always a special me for the host church, directors and guests. We will update everyone
on the programs of the Foundation, hear God’s word preached, and enjoy wonderful fellowship with
our brothers and sisters in Christ. The Foundation continues to provide a vital ministry for our people,

and we look forward to sharing the year’s progress and outlook for the future.
In His Service,

-Darryl Harris, Secretary-Treasurer
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Annual Primitive Baptist

Music Workshop
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When: July 5 - 8, 2016
Where: Camp Hillview

(Notice we will begin on Tuesday afternoon and end with the
Sacred Concert on Friday evening)

Theme: My Chains Are Gone

[As it becomes available, more information will be posted on the Music Workshop

Facebook Page, www.pbmusicworkshop.com, and www.progressivepb.org. ]
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FIRST PRIMITIVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

40TH
ANNIVERSARY

GRAND GOAVE, HAITI




At the end of February Elder Walt DeLoach,
Darryl Harris, Don Mapp and Donnie Smith
traveled to Haiti to join in the celebration of 40
years in Grand Goave. What began as the Old
Baptist Ministry to Haiti has become a
congregation of over 500 people worshipping in
three locations. We were overwhelmed by the
spirit of the people, their faithfulness to the
worship services, and their hunger for God’s
word. Hundreds of lives have been changed by
this ministry and it is clear that God’s hand has
watched over them. Even the devastating
earthquake of 2010 has not diminished their faith

and commitment to serving the living God.

Besides the activities of the church, the
campus also houses, feeds and educates 70
orphans, and there is a long waiting list. This is
the first trip for Walt, Donnie and me, and our
emotions ran to extremes. On the one hand is the
wrenching deprivation and in some cases
abandonment of these precious children.
Simultaneously, our hearts were lifted by the fact
that the wonderful work of the dedicated leaders
is giving these children hope where they would
otherwise have absolutely no hope. It's hard to
believe for us in America, but in Haiti there is no
publicly-funded education. Without their church
these children would have no education, little
chance of a Christian influence, probably no food,
and just be a statistic.

A real treat was Donnie and Walt handing
out gift packages, prepared by the Mount Union
Church, to each child. With as many as twelve
children to a cabin, and with their entire worldly
possessions in a suitcase or cardboard box, these

gifts were well received and much appreciated.

Donnie also presented a check for $8,100 from the
Mount Union Church to be used for yet another
cabin for the children.

We also made a trip into the mountains to
see the 80 year old building that houses the
Primitive Baptist Church there. Elder Pierre
Claude met us and we visited his home. We also
saw the new construction on a sanctuary to
replace the old one, which is too small for the
congregation of 125.

We returned to the states on Feb. 29
humbled and determined to continue helping our
brothers and sisters in Haiti. We especially thank
God for Don Mapp whom God has called to “this
place, not Haiti), and who has restlessly overseen
and worked with the local church to improve the
facilities. There are needs for continued
construction, funding the school and its teachers,
and feeding the children. Anyone who would
like to contribute to this effort can earmark it for

“Haiti Relief” and send to:

Primitive Baptist Foundation

P. O. Box 595
Roswell, GA 30077

Thank you and God bless,

- Darryl Harris
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First Primitive Baptist Churc
Ordination Service

aiti)

On February 28, following the morning worship
and 40th anniversary celebration, a special
service was held for the purpose of ordaining a
new Elder and three new Deacons. Elder Jean
Enock Deroseney moderated the service, which

included:

. Special music by several church choral
groups

Invocation by Pastor Jean Franckel V. Jean

*  Message by Pastor Jean Claude Coachy

Each candidate testified of what God has
done for him

Charge to the candidates and to the church
by Elder Walt DeLoach (translated of course
into Creole for the congregation)

* Laying on of hands by assembled pastors
and deacons

Ordination prayer by Brother Joseph Agulile
Dosier

. Presentation to the church of:
Elder Wisly Ceratus, who will pastor the
congregation at Petit Goave

. Presentation to the church of:
Deacon Henry Celiu
Deacon Jean Claude Desmorne
Deacon Jonas Atis

¢ Closing hymn, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Even though we could rely only on certain
segments to be translated from Creole to
English, the Spirit’s presence transcends all
languages. It is a joy to see the Lord’s work
though Elder Enock Deroseney and the other
leaders of the church.

“Great is Thy faithfulness,
O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not,
Thy compassions, they fail not

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.”
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DISCIPLING
MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL
[DMI]

The following is the recent report from Brother Sasha
Malov. Brother Sasha is DMI’s representative

in the Ukraine.



Pastor Misha

Our work in Ukraine is impossible without
pastors like Misha. They live among the people
and know their needs and problems. If their
congregations are not able to provide help to
people, they give us (Emergency Relief Fund)
information on those people in need and we help,
when that is possible.

Misha is a man with a big heart. About 15
years ago he started his ministry to the street kids
in Odessa. He organized a soup kitchen for them
and also started Bible lessons for the kids. When
he walks on the streets, you see people greeting
him. He is known for his heart and people know
that “uncle Misha” will have a good word for
them and other help as well. He calls me often
with a new story of a person he met and needs
some help. His phone rings all day long and he
listens to people who have difficult situations. He
comforts them on the phone and gives them
instructions and encouragement. Misha is
different from the typical portrait of a pastor as
we think of it. He is right in the heart of people’s

lives.

Misha is fighting with his own health
issues. About 10 years ago his hormonal system

became disrupted and since that time he is
gaining weight even though he is on a strict diet.
He is concerned about it because he does not
have much strength. His is frustrated because he
cannot labor in the ministry as much as he used
to. He also is evaluating his ministry to the kids
and to the refugees. He asks himself a question;
“Do the people come for the meetings he
organizes just to get something from him or is

there a deeper interest in the Word of God.

When I visited a site for the refugees on this
visit he told me that he had stopped going here
because there is nothing else at the moment he
can give to the people except the Word of God.
He felt that people would not come to the
meetings with him if he came with empty hands
— without food packages and other stuff they

need.

As we entered the building right away
people started approaching him and asking him
why he is not coming to them anymore. He told
them he could come at any time but the problem
is that he had nothing to bring to them. The
reaction of some people right away was that they
left us. But a lady came to us and said — “pastor
you should come here even if, out of several
hundred refugees, just 3 or 4 would come for a
meeting, for a Bible study. And I know several
people here who are deeply interested in
studying the Bible with you”. That was a great
encouragement for both of us. We talked among
ourselves and thought of crowds of people who
were following our Lord Jesus Christ, just be-
cause they saw the miracles of the bread and fish.
When involved in the ministry we will always

have people following us for the wrong motives.
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But the joy for a pastor is to see 4 out of hundreds
in whose hearts the Lord is working.

Widower Alexey & His Daughter Veronica

This family I love very much. Six years ago Al-
exey’s wife Elena
went to be with the
Lord. We became close
friends and I pray for
him and his daughter
Veronica (15). When

I'm in Odessa region I

always stop by to visit
with them. We have good talks and prayers
together. Last year Alexey got an infection and
was in danger of gangrene of his leg. But by
God’s miraculous providence with financial
assistance from Brother Pat and DMI amputation
was avoided and he lost only one toe. By God’s
grace Brother Pat and Brother Dean were in
Ukraine when we received the call about the
need for emergency surgery. We drove all day to
get there with the needed funds for his surgery.
God is good and all things are in His hands.
Praise God. Raising a daughter without a mother
is a tough task. Alexey works as a bus driver on a
city route. He has to leave home at 5.00 am in the
morning and does not get back from work until
around midnight. So Veronica was literally
adopted by the ladies from the church. Over the
last 6 years they have visited her daily trying to
teach her the things a mother would teach a
daughter. Pastor’s Misha’s wife, Katerina, taught
her to cook and she promised for the next visit to
cook Ukrainian borsch for me and I'm looking
forward it. Alexey is not in good health after

last’s year’s surgery. He may walk without a lot

of pain only about 200 meters and after that it
starts hurting badly. He had to miss some of his
working shifts recently and the family’s income is
low. He is very much concerned as to how he will
be able to pay the bills and provide a living if his
health will gets worse. I promised him I would
bring his need to the committee and hopefully
we’ll take Veronica on our kid’s support
program, with $50.00 per month.

Somehow in our conversation we touched
the issue of children’s responsibility for caring
for their aged parents. I could tell this teenaged
girl, who knows the loss of her mother and the
love of her father who sacrificed himself to her,
understands. We prayed together and I can say
that I have never in my life heard a prayer like
the prayer of this young girl, Veronica. It is not a
formal prayer but a
real, heart produced
talk with God. It
was moving and I
thought of how the
hardships of life
make God real to

people. Four stories
of people fighting
their fights. Some fights are with the bad
diseases of their loved ones. Some struggles are
for the future of their children. Some are fighting
with the fears and frustrations of the ministry. We
all have our struggles, but my hope and prayer is
that the stories of these people will make our
hearts better. Will make us thankful for the good
health and for the comfort of our lives; for the
parents we have; for the money we have and
make our hearts open to other less privileged

people around us.
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Memorial For

Elder Howard Pippin

“What ajoy it is, how
wonderful to know that I
can say that I have
walked with God today.”
On Friday, February 26,
2016 Elder Howard
Mathis Pippin, 79, took
this walk. He was born
October 18, 1936 to
Barney and Inez (Money)

Pippin, who have preceded him in death.

He was called to minister and spent most of
his life in the service of the Lord. Howard was an
ordained minister for over 55 years, pastoring
churches in South Carolina and Tennessee before

moving to Ringgold, GA.

He is survived by his loving wife of 48
years, Phyllis (Johnson) Pippin, of Ringgold, GA;
daughter, Rebekah & son in law, Matthew Sylar,
of Ringgold GA,; sister, Virginia Reed, of
Spartanburg, SC; grandson, David Allen Mathis
Sylar; and niece, Cynde Payne. Funeral services
were held on February 29, 2016 in the
Wallis-Stewart Chapel with Elders Greg Phillips
and Doyle Kilgore officiating.

(Thanks to Elder Greg Phillips for submitting this

memorial)

I Have Walked With God Today
(Elder Howard Pippin)

When day is done and lights are low
What joy it is, how wonderful to know
That I can say
That I have walked with God today.

The Father in His marvelous love and grace

Sent his marvelous Son to take my place
And save me from this sinful race.
Now I can say
That I have walked with God today.
The Son he left his glorious home,
And came this wretched world to roam,
And die upon that cruel tree,

And from my sin to set me free.
Now I can say,

That I have walked with God today.
The Holy Spirit is my faithful guide.

I know that He is ever near my side.
Over mountains high and valleys deep
He’s ever there my soul to keep.
With joy and gladness I can say,
That I have walked with God today.
It won’t be long till day is done
And I shall face my setting sun,

I hope to hear from Heaven’s open door,
My Saviour softly sweetly say

Come away and walk with me today.
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Statement of Faith

In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald subscribe to

the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated

statement upon that confession.

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God,
inspired and inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons
in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is,
sin pollutes man’s faculties; his heart, mind, and will,
and is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect,
and the final perseverance of the saints.

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer,
and that salvation is by His grace alone.

We Believe that believers’ baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus
Christ. We Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion. We Believe the
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death and should be regularly observed in the church. We

Believe that the washing of the saint’s feet is an example of humility and service to be observed by

the church.

We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism or the
Lord’s Supper but such as are called by God and come under the
imposition of hands by a presbytery.

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul and body reunited, and consigned to punishment
in hell forever.
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