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Ministers And 
Success

By:
C.H. Spurgeon
(1834 - 1892)



 The minister is not responsible for his 
success. He is responsible for what he preaches; he 
is accountable for his life and actions; but he is not 
responsible for other people. If I do but preach 
God’s word, if there never were a soul saved, the 
King would say, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant!” If I do but tell my message, if none 
should listen to it, He would say: — “Thou hast 
fought the good fight: receive thy crown.” You 
hear the words of the text: “We are unto God a 
sweet savour of Christ, as well in them that perish, 
as in them that are saved.” This will appear, if I 
just tell you what a gospel minister is called in the 
Bible. Sometimes he is called an ambassador. Now, 
for what is an ambassador responsible? He goes to 
a country as a pleni-potentiary; he carries terms of 
peace to the conference; he uses all his talents for 
his master; he tries to show that the war is inimical 
to the prosperity of the different countries; he 
endeavors to bring about peace; but the other kings 
haughtily refuse it. When he comes home does his 
master say, “Why did not you make peace?’’ “Why, 
my Lord,” he would say, “I told them the terms; 
but they said nothing.’’ “Well, then,’’ he will say, 
“thou hast done thy duty; I am not to condemn thee 
if the war continues.” 

 Again: the minister of the gospel is called a 
fisherman. Now a fisherman is not responsible for 
the quantity of fish he catches, but for the way he 
fishes. That is a mercy for some ministers, I am 
sure, for they have neither caught fish, nor even 
attracted any round their nets. They have been 
spending all their life fishing with most elegant silk 
lines, and gold and silver hooks; they always use 
nicely polished phrases; but the fish will not bite 
for all that, whereas we of a rougher order have put 
the hook into the jaws of hundreds. However, if we 
cast the gospel net in the right place, even if we 
catch none, the Master will find no fault with us.  

  He will say: “Fisherman! didst thou 
labour? Didst thou throw the net into the sea in the 
time of storms?” “Yes, my Lord, I did.” “What hast 
thou caught?” “Only one or two.’’ “Well, I could 
have sent thee a shoal, if it so pleased Me; it is not 
thy fault; I give in My sovereignty where I please; 
or withhold when I choose; but as for thee, thou 
hast well laboured, therefore there is thy reward.” 

 Sometimes the minister is called a sower. 
Now, no farmer expects a sower to be responsible 
for the harvest; all he is responsible for is, does he 
sow the seed? and does he sow the right seed? If he 
scatters it on good soil, then he is happy; but if it 
falls by the wayside, and the fowls of the air 
devour it, who shall blame the sower? Could he 
help it? Nay, he did his duty; he scattered the seed 
broadcast, and there he left it. Who is to blame? 
Certainly not the sower. . . . 

 Toil on, child of God, toil on; for if thou 
wishest to serve God, thy bread cast upon the 
waters shall be found after many days. If thou 
sendest in the feet of the ox or the ass, thou shalt 
reap a glorious harvest in that day when He comes 
to gather in His elect. The minister is not 
responsible for his success. 

 But yet to preach the gospel is high and 
solemn work. The minister has been very often 
degraded into a trade. In these days men are taken 
and made into ministers who would have made 
good captains at sea, who could have waited well 
at the counter, but who were never intended for the 
pulpit. They are selected by man; they are 
crammed with literature; they are educated up to a 
certain point; they are turned out ready dressed; 
and persons call them minister. I wish them all 
God-speed, every one of them; for as good Joseph 
Irons used to say, “God be with many of them, if it 
be only to make them hold their tongues.” 
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Man-made ministers are of no use in this world, 
and the sooner we get rid of them the better. Their 
way is this: they prepare their manuscripts very 
carefully, then read it on the Sunday most sweetly 
in sotto voce, and so the people go away pleased. 
But that is not God’s way of preaching. But If so, I 
am sufficient to preach forever. I can buy 
manuscript sermons for a shilling; that is to say, 
provided they have been preached fifty times 
before, but if I use them for the first time the price 
is a guinea, or more. But that is not the way. 
Preaching God’s word is not what some seem to 
think, mere child’s play—a mere business or trade 
to be taken up by any- one. A man ought to feel 
first that he has a solemn call to it; next, he ought 
to know that he really possesses the Spirit of God, 
and that when he speaks there is an influence upon 
him that enables him to speak as God would have 
him, otherwise out of the pulpit he should go 
directly; he has no right to be there, even if the 
living is his own property. He has not been called 
to preach God’s truth, and unto him God says: 
“What hast thou to do, to declare My statutes?’’ 

 What is there difficult about preaching God’s 
gospel? Well it must be somewhat hard; for Paul 
said: “Who is sufficient for these things?’’ And first 
I will tell you, it is difficult because it is so hard as 
not to be warped by your own prejudic- es in 
preaching the word. You want to say a stern thing; 
and your heart says: “Master! in so doing thou wilt 
condemn thyself’’; then the temptation is not to say 
it. Another trial is, you are afraid of displeasing the 
rich in your congregations. You think: “If I say 
such-and-such a thing, so-and-so will be offended; 
such an one does not approve of that doctrine; I 
had better leave it out.” Or perhaps you will 
happen to win the applause of the multitude, and 
you must not say anything that will displease them, 
for if they cry, “Hosanna” today, they will cry, 

“Crucify, crucify,” tomorrow. All these things work 
on a minister’s heart. He is a man, and he feels it. 
Then comes again the sharp knife of criticism, and 
the arrows of those who hate him and hate his 
Lord; and he cannot help feeling it sometimes. He 
may put on his armour, and cry, “I care not for 
your malice”; but there were seasons when the 
archers sorely grieved even Joseph. Then he stands 
in another danger, lest he should come out and 
defend himself; for he is a great fool whoever tries 
to do it. He who lets his detractors alone, and like 
the eagle cares not for the chattering of the 
sparrows, or like the lion will not turn aside to rend 
the snarling jackal—he is the man, and he shall be 
honored. But the danger is, we want to set 
ourselves right. And oh! who is sufficient to steer 
clear from these rocks of danger? “Who is 
sufficient for these things!” 

-------------------------------------------------------------

— Excerpted from Spurgeon's book, ‘Words of 
Cheer for Daily Life' (Pilgrim Publications), pp. 
75-81. 

(Editor’s Note: This article is copied from the Free Grace 
Broadcaster, May-June, 1980, Issue 77. At that time, this 
paper was edited by W. F. Bell, Canton, Georgia. This 
paper was later taken over, and is now published by The 
Chapel Library, Pensacola, Florida.) 
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A Kingdom 
Opportunity

By:
Bill Jones



 We (Lanes Church) have been working to 
develop a close relationship serving Stilson 
Elementary School, located here in the community. 
One project planned (and approved by the school 
folks) was collecting book bags and school 
supplies to help out some of the students/parents as 
the school year began. 

 As our school ministry team at the church 
discussed how best to do that, it was brought up 
whether we should invite other churches in the 
community to participate. That was excitedly 
approved, and we started contacting them. 

 Well, the Lord definitely blessed the efforts. 
We ended up with 6 churches involved, and more 
than 65 backpacks filled with supplies were 

donated to the school. (A significant total in a 
school with 425 students – Praise the Lord!) 

`There were two Primitive Baptist Churches 
(Lanes and Fellowship), two Missionary/Southern 
Baptist Churches (Old Fellowship and Lighthouse) 
and two Methodist Churches (New Hope and 
Hubert) involved. 

 One of the churches usually has less than 10 
people on Sunday mornings, all elderly, but they 
were delighted to participate and serve the 
community with what they could do. All the 
churches were delighted to join in. Several 
churches were surprised to be asked (but they were 
also delighted). And there were conversations 
about how we might find more ways to work 
together to serve the community. 
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 As the photo of the church representatives was about to be taken, I told everyone to smile big, this 
wasn’t a publicity shot for these churches, this was a Kingdom photograph, in Jesus’ name. And He 
blessed it to be so. 

Jesus gives us many Kingdom opportunities if we pay attention and follow Him, and do what we can. 

Stilson Elementary School Facebook Post - 

 Thank you Lanes Church, Fellowship Church, Old Fellowship Church, Hubert Church, New Hope 
Church, and Lighthouse Church for donating school supplies for the upcoming school year! Thanks so 
much for supporting our school and community. 
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Why No Lasting 
Revival

By:
Elder Pat McCoy



Psalms 85:1- 9 

LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: 
thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 2 
Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou 
hast covered all their sin. Selah. 3 Thou hast taken 
away all thy wrath: thou hast turned [thyself] from 
the fierceness of thine anger. 4 Turn us, O God of 
our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to 
cease. 5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt 
thou draw out thine anger to all generations? 6 
Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may 
rejoice in thee? 7 Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and 
grant us thy salvation. 8 I will hear what God the 
LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his 
people, and to his saints: but let them not turn 
again to folly. 9 Surely his salvation [is] nigh them 
that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land. 

INTRODUCTION:

 Israel had walked in Revival victory but 
notice in vs. 8...not turn again to folly. The 
definition of folly; the state of being foolish or the 
lack of good sense. Revival is renewing our Walk, 
our Worship, and our Work. It's effective but also 
elusive. At one time Israel had the refreshing of 
His presence, the realness of His power and the 
reassurance of His promises. But now turned to 
folly! David knew what it was to walk in Revival 
fires, but he also knew rebuke, reproof and remorse 
- 2 Samuel chapters 11 &12. 

 David knew His mistakes where he tarried 
behind when he should have been in battle; 
2 Samuel11:1 And it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings go forth [to 
battle], that David sent Joab, and his servants with 
him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children 
of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David 
tarried still at Jerusalem. 

 He lingered with his looking on a bathing 
beauty- 2 Samuel 11:2, And it came to pass in an 
eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and 
walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from 
the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the 
woman [was] very beautiful to look upon. 

 And he lost control in his lust and sinned- 2 
Samuel 11:4. And David sent messengers, and took 
her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with 
her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: 
and she returned unto her house. 

 But he knew what it was like to rejoice over 
battles won, in bringing back the Ark and in 
blessings in general; but now it has fled, and he 
cries out to God!

Why No Lasting Revival?

I. BECAUSE WE WANT STIRRINGS 
WITHOUT CHANGE:

A.We only want it to work inside the Church. 
Being a reservoir without being a river; but water 
that's held in and not putting out is a Dead Sea!

B.We want the benefits of His blessings but not be 
a blessing to others. 
1. No charitable spirit. 
2. No giving of ourselves. 
3. We want shouting and singing with joy bells 
ringing without personal involvement: Spectators 
not Partakers.

II. BECAUSE WE WANT SOUND DOCTRINE 
WITHOUT COMPLIANCE:

Philippians 4:9, Those things, which ye have both 
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, 
do: and the God of peace shall be with you. Paul 
says, DO! 
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But WE-- 
1. Want it told like it is, but live like it isn't; 
2. Want it straight on Salvation, but not give it all 
in our witness; 
3. Want it settled about separation, but live like the 
world; 

III.BECAUSE WE WANT SERMONS TO 
SHOUT ABOUT NOT TO CHALLENGE 
US:

A. No challenge to Give; Our Silver --- that's 
Tithes and Offerings. 

B. No challenge to Grow; In Our Service at the 
House Of God.

C. No challenge to Go; In Teaching others --- 
Warning, Winning. 

IV. BECAUSE WE WANT THE SAVIOUR TO 
BLESS WITHOUT US KEEPING HIS 
COMMANDMENTS:

A. To Love one another; Galatians 5:13,14 For, 
brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only 
[use] not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by 
love serve one another.

B. To Learn through Study, 2 Timothy 2:15 Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 

C. To Leave the world and gather at church, 
Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some [is]; but 
exhorting [one another]: and so much the more, as 
ye see the day approaching. 

V. BECAUSE WE WANT SATISFYING 
EXPERIENCES WITHOUT 
COMMITMENT:

A. Committed Hands to Work in the Vineyard.

B. Committed Hearts to Worship in Victory.

C. Committed Home to live the Way of Christ; a 
vital part. 

CONCLUSION:

We don't have lasting Revival because We won't 
deny Self ! And Jesus said, in Luke 14:33 - " So 
likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not 
all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple." 
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Issues & Values
February 2002

By:
Elder F. Arthur DeVane



Religion & Politics: Do They Mix? Part 2 

Christian or Secular? 

 In the book America, Christian or Secular? 
Edited by Jerry S. Herbert, 1984, Terry Eastland 
writes on page 50: 

It is only from history, not from cliches about 
history, that we can understand what we once 
were as a nation in regard to religion, and 
what we have since become. Let me therefore 
start with these propositions: that there was a 
principal religion in American life from 1620 
until roughly 1920; that this religion was 
Protestant Christianity; and that Protestant 
Christianity has been our established religion 
in al- most every sense of that phrase. 

Eastland continues on page 52:

State courts did their part to support the 
Protestant faith. In 1811 the New York state 
court upheld an indictment for blasphemous 
utterances against Christ, and in its ruling, 
given by Chief Justice Kent, the court said, 
“We are Christian people, and the morality of 
the country is deeply engrafted upon 
Christianity.” Fifty years later this same court 
said that “Christianity may be conceded to be 
the established religion.” 

The Pennsylvania state court also affirmed the 
conviction of a man on charges of blasphemy, here 
against the Holy Scriptures. The Court said: 
“Christianity, general Christianity, is and always 
has been a part of the common law of 
Pennsylvania... not Christianity founded on any 
particular tenets; nor Christianity with an 
established church and tithes and spiritual courts; 
but Christianity with liberty of conscience to all 
men.” 

 After the end of World War I in 1918, there 
was a dramatic break with the morality and 

religious beliefs of the past. Following that tragic 
war, a period of laxity in morals and manners 
became quite obvious in American public life. 

 One of the most astounding changes in 
American life has been the disregard of moral and 
traditional values within the legal community. The 
old idea of law having its roots in the 
Judeo-Christian ethic is rarely discussed or debated 
today. The public philosophy of America has 
changed radically: Law is no longer religious but 
secular; no longer moral but political; no longer 
emphasizes the common good but rather the 
individual’s rights. 

 In 1947 the United States Supreme Court (in 
the case Everson Verses Board of Education of 
Ewing Township) said that the First Amendment 
“requires the state to be neutral in its relations with 
groups of religious believers and non-believers.” 
This inaugurated a doctrine of neutrality that now 
dominates American life and practice. It not only 
forbids the establishment of a religion, but has had 
the tendency to forbid the establishment of 
religious and moral convictions over that which is 
nonreligious or even irreligious. 

 In a multitude of similar examples in the last 
40 years, the Supreme Court has made it clear that 
it considers the promotion of religious and moral 
values not to be in the public interest. 

 In an interesting book on freedom, The 
absence of Tyranny by Lloyd Billingsley, the 
author makes this statement on page 192: 

The greatest reason for hope is God. The God 
of the Bible is not the absentee landlord of 
deism or the vague Life Force capable of 
advancing our species from primeval slime to 
level “A” or beyond. He is not the 
Categorical Imperative of the classroom or 
some remote and forgotten First Cause. He is 
the Creator and Sustainer of everything. By 
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him all things consist, and through him all 
things hold together. He is the Lord of history 
and even entered it in the Person of his Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He is greater than all 
the nuclear bombs ever made. Before him 
they are less than nothing, a drop in a bucket. 
It is from ignorance and disregard of who and 
what God is that fear and despair proceed. 

The Bible on Religion and Politics 

 Read: Romans 13: 1-7. This passage was 
written by the Apostle Paul during the days of the 
Roman Empire, when Christians lived under 
totalitarian government and found it extremely 
difficult to survive. Many Christians were 
persecuted, tortured, and killed for their faith and 
commitment to Jesus Christ. Paul’s teaching was 
hard to accept but necessary for survival and for 
obedience to God. 

 Government is established by God, and God 
is obviously not opposed to Christian faith and 
commitment. When we separate God from 
government, we have separated the invention from 
the Inventor. The separation of church and state 
guarantees that no religion will be established as an  
official or state religion, but that in turn the 
government will not seek to restrict the religious 
freedom of its citizens. 

 Paul made it clear in Romans 13:1 “Let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be are 
ordained of God.” . This statement does not justify 
all that government does,nor does it defend the 
moral level of its leaders. It simply establishes the 
fact that government is an institution (regardless of 
the form it may take) which is designed and 
approved by God. Mankind needs to be governed. 

 In Romans 13:2 we are told not to resist the 
government or else we will suffer the 
consequences “Whosoever therefore resisteth the 

power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they 
that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.” 

 Jesus said in Matthew 5:39 “... resist not evil: 
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also.” 

 That is hard teaching! It is the Christian’s 
responsibility in a secular society to live by what 
the Bible teaches, not by what the majority 
believes or practices. The Christian walks to a 
different drumbeat. In John 18: 36 Jesus taught: 
My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now 
is my kingdom not from hence. 

 And in Matthew 6:33 Jesus taught us: But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. 

 The government of Rome was hardly moral 
in all its decisions and actions. Regardless, the 
Christians were to respect the principle of its 
authority and the right of that government, 
regardless of the moral character of its leaders. 
That is not always easy to do. 

 Romans 13:7 speaks of giving honor to the 
governing authorities. I Peter 2:17 says, “Honour 
all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour 
the king.”. Titus 3:1-2 admonished believers: “Put 
them in mind to be subject to principalities and 
powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every 
good work, 2 To speak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto all 
men.”

NEXT MONTH: “THE ROLE OF 
GOVERNMENT”
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The Word Revealed
A Weekly Devotional

(April 15, 2020)

By:
Elder Craig Campbell



No one can take your joy in Jesus Christ from 
you. 

John 16:22 

 The resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth from 
the grave changed everything. And His 
resurrection still changes things today. The 
disciples were distraught at the death of Jesus. 
They did not leave Calvary shouting, “wait till the 
third day, Jesus will raise from the dead with 
victory, wait and see, He will live again, just as He 
said!” No, they did not shout that, rather, they left 
Calvary defeated, dismayed, discouraged. They 
had NO joy as they left Calvary. In fact, when the 
women approached the tomb of Jesus early on that 
first Easter Sunday; they came expecting to dress 
the dead body of Jesus with additional burial 
spices. They did not come expecting the tomb to be 
empty and Jesus to be raised and alive. They were 
still in mourning: grief and loss filled them, and 
hope and joy eluded them. 

 Their joy was gone as they left Calvary. Their 
joy was gone, because the source of their joy was 
gone: He was dead. They had been separated from 
their source of joy. However, with the resurrection 
of Jesus, their joy was reestablished, renewed 
because the source of their joy was alive again. 
They had been reconnected to the source of their 
joy. 

 Jesus had spoken words to prepare his 
disciples for His death hours before He went to 
Calvary. In John 16:22, Jesus spoke these words, 
“Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see 
you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy 
no one will take from you.” At Jesus’ resurrection 
the disciples’ joy was renewed. Jesus was alive 
with victory over sin, death, hell and the grave. 
And with that victory there is a joy that is the 

eternal possession of every believer. The scripture 
says, “no one” will take your joy from you. But 
that “no one” also includes: no thing, no power, no 
virus, no financial setback can take that joy from 
you. This is the promise of Jesus Christ. In today’s 
consumer language, we would call this promise an 
“unconditional guarantee”. 

 Here is the Divine Logic of such an 
“unconditional guarantee”. The disciples’ joy came 
from being with Jesus. Our joy today comes from 
being with Jesus. The resurrection means that Jesus 
is alive now and at the right hand of God the 
Father. Additionally, the resurrection means that 
Jesus will never die again; He is eternal in His 
power and in His person. And therefore, Jesus will 
always be present with every believer, every 
moment of the present, and every experience of 
eternity. Implied in Jesus’ statement that no one 
will ever take your joy from you, is the fact that 
not only will Jesus live forever, but that you, in 
Christ and “in joy” will live forever as well. 

No one can take your joy in Jesus Christ from 
you. 
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GENERAL NEWS



Discipling Ministries International 

Discipling Ministries will have their annual delegates meeting on Saturday, October 8th at 10:30 a.m. We 
thank Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church for hosting this meeting. A letter will be sent out shortly to all 
participating churches with proxy forms and further delegate information,. 

We invite everyone to join us to receive updates on the ministry in Ukraine. We will have a Zoom 
meeting open for anyone who cannot attend in person but would like to be a part of the meeting. If you 
are interested in the Zoom meeting please contact me for an invitation. 

Pat McCoy: pm4dmi@outlook.com 
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CHURCH NEWS



Olney Church

Oak Park, GA 

We the members of Olney Church cordially invite you to our Fall Revival Meeting to be held Friday , 
September 16th, Saturday September 17th and Sunday, September 18th. Elder Mike Newman of the 
Metter Primitive Baptist Church will be our guest minister. Please join us for supper in the annex at 6 PM 
on Friday. Services begin on Friday evening at 7 PM. We will have Saturday morning services at 11 AM 
and Saturday evening services at 7 PM. Our final service is Sunday morning at 11 AM with lunch 
following in the church annex. Please make plans to join us for this sweet time of fellowship. May the 
Lord bless and keep us all safe as we approach the end of summer and enter into the fall season! In 
Christian Love, 

Sister Debbie V. Dees, Reporter 
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Mountain View Church

Ft. Payne, AL 

Mountain View Primitive Baptist Church will have an ordination service for our two young licentiates on 
September 9, 2022. There will be a fellowship meal at 5:00 pm and the service will begin at 7:00 pm. We 
welcome everyone who can come, especially our primitive Baptist ministers. 
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Comfort Chapel Church

Waycross, GA 

Greetings from Comfort Chapel Church in Waycross. We have had a busy time at Comfort Chapel since 
our last report. Our hearts were saddened Tuesday, July 26, when the Lord called our beloved Deacon 
Terry Deal home to be with Him. Bro. Terry was a charter member and served as treasurer of the church. 
Homegoing services, conducted by our pastor, Elder Jason Deal, were held at the Music Funeral Home 
Chapel July 29. We hosted the quarterly union meeting Sunday, July 31. Elder Keith Tillman was blessed 
to preach and afterwards a time of food and fellowship was enjoyed by all those in attendance. Sis Janice 
Deal was elected as our new treasurer during a called conference Sunday, August 14. We are continuing 
to make progress on our landscaping project with the replacement of our hedges and improvements to the 
building. We hope to have the project completed in the fall. We are thankful to God for His many 
blessings. If you are ever in our area, please come by and worship with us. 
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Obituaries
BRYANT, Mollie Grooms -

November 14, 1927 to May 7, 2022.
Lanes Primitive Baptist Church, Stilson, Georgia.

DAVIS, Richard Marlin (Elder) -
December 26, 1947 to July 22, 2022.

Primitive Grove Primitive Baptist Church, Cobbtown, Georgia.

DEAL, Daniel Lawrence (Dan) -
December 20, 1927 to August 6, 2022.

Brooklet Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.

DEAL, Jean Elaine Hughes [Widow of Elder Allison D. Deal] -
August 19, 1937 to August 24, 2022.

Former member of Lake Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Patterson, Georgia.

DEAL, Joseph Terry [Deacon] -
April 16, 1946 to July 26, 2022.

Comfort Chapel Primitive Baptist Church, Waycross, Georgia.
(Charter Member)

HAMILTON, William (Billy) -
February 12, 1942 to August 10, 2022.

Upper Black Creek Primitive Baptist Church, Brooklet, Georgia.

MARTIN, Ella Jim -
February 7, 1935 to August 3, 2022.

Frank Primitive Baptist Church, Ocilla, Georgia.

MCELVEEN, Sarah Janice -
September 10, 1942 to July 31 2022.

New Hope Fellowship Christian Church, Savannah Georgia.
(Charter Member)

MCWILLIAMS, Lola Darlene -
June 19, 1936 to July 24, 2022.

Mt. Tabor Primitive Baptist Church, Fayette, Indiana.
(Sister Darlene was the wife of the late Elder Don McWilliams)



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the 
Banner Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist 
Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


