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HOLDING FORTH 
THE WORD OF LIFE

By:

Elder Emerson Proctor



 It is true that the people of God have a duty 
toward the world. Paul spoke to the Philippians 
about this when he said that the disciple of Christ 
is to be “blameless and harmless, the sons of 
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15). You will 
see that the conduct which Paul describes has the 
world as its frame of reference. Paul uses the 
words “blameless and harmless” as characteristics 
Christians are to display in the sight of this 
crooked and perverse nation, so as to be seen by 
them. They are to live in such a way that none 
could complain of their conduct. They should     
display such a simplicity and innocence in their  
actions that none could question their motives.   
Further than that, they are to shine as lights against 
the backdrop of the darkness of the world. Our 
Lord described His followers as “the light of the 
world.” The actions of believers are to be           
displayed, not in a perfect environment, but before 
a sin-darkened world.

 The essential point is that the sons of God are 
essentially different from the people of the world. 
The world is crooked and perverse, and the sons of 
God are to be blameless and harmless. The one is 
set over against the other. Paul’s exhortation is that 
believers must maintain that difference so that 
some way-worn pilgrim may be attracted to the 
light shining forth from them.

 It is in this context that Paul sets forth the   
further duty of “holding forth the world of life” 
(Philippians 2:16a). Among the other exhortations 
which Paul addresses to “all the saints in Christ 
Jesus which are at Philippi” (Philippians 1:1), 
he says that they are to hold forth the word of life. 
Let us notice what this says to us.

 First of all, this emphasizes the evangelistic 
thrust of the church as a whole. The duty of which 
Paul speaks here is that of every single Christian. 
He is not speaking exclusively about preachers and 
evangelists in this verse, although they may be    
included in it. This is addressed to the church as a 
whole. He is talking about the duty of all believers. 
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones makes this point most    
emphatically in his sermon on this verse:

...We must realize that certain duties           
devolve upon us as individual Christians and 
this is one of them - the propagation of the 
gospel. This is not only something that you 
and I must do, we are the only people who 
can do it, and if we do not hold forth this 
word of life, then the world is going to        
remain in ignorance and in darkness. It is an 
appeal to every single Christian, and it brings 
home to us the tremendous responsibility that 
rests upon us at this present hour (Martyn 
Lloyd-Jones, The Life of Joy, p. 212).

 Second, the duty which Paul sets forth here is 
“holding forth the word of life.” It is not merely 
to hold to it as a matter of conviction, but it is to 
put it forward. The term means to hold it up so that 
it may shine in a dark place.

 However, the context of this passage shows 
that we are to hold forth the word of life in a       
particular way. It is to be our testimony of the    
gospel out of a life lived and devoted to God and 
His glory. It is what some today call “Lifestyle 
Evangelism,” and that is a perfectly good term 
with which to describe this duty. Our testimony of 
the gospel cannot be given apart from the way we 
live before the world. Christian people must be 
“blameless and harmless, the sons of God,    
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
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perverse nation, among whom ye shins as lights 
in the world.”

 Now let us strike the right balance here. Paul 
has reference to the way we live our lives from day 
to day as the basis for holding forth this word. But 
it is not merely the voiceless testimony of such 
lives. I fear that some may think that the only duty 
of the Christian is simply to live a godly life.       
Indeed, he must do that, but the believer must also 
testify to the gospel in a verbal way.

 The thing that is so special about the           
testimony of the Christian life so lived is that it is 
so because of the gospel of Christ and what He has 
done for the believer. When someone sees that the 
Christian person is different and asks what makes 
him different, his answer must be that it is Christ 
and the good news of salvation through Him which 
makes the difference. Lloyd-Jones also                
underscores this point. He writes, “All our conduct 
and conversation, our behavior, our every activity, 
should always be pointing to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as the only explanation of what we are      
doing, as the only adequate motivation for our   
conduct” (Lloyd-Jones, The Life of Joy, p. 214.)

 I am afraid that many of us do not feel the  
imperative of this duty as we ought. Let me repeat 
that all of us have the duty of holding forth the 
word of life. "Let you light so shine before 
men," said our Lord, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven" (Matthew 5:16). We need to be more  
conscious of this duty in the concrete situations of 
everyday life. Do people see Christ in you? Do you 
speak a word about Him to them? Let us seek to 
cultivate this kind of activity. Let us be conscious 
of the joyful duty of “holding forth the word of 
life.”
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PUTTING GOD 
TO THE TEST

By:

Elder Dean Robbins



Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke 
upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear? 

Acts 15:10

 “...Why tempt ye God…” This is a phrase 
found in Acts 15. In the New American Standard 
Bible translation, this phrase is rendered: “why put 
God to the test...” This is a better description of 
what is being said. It is spoken by Peter before a 
counsel that had gathered at Jerusalem in order to 
address an issue that had arisen that had the         
potential to bring much harm to the presentation of 
the gospel. This was the issue of requiring new 
Gentile converts to Christianity to become           
circumcised. This requirement threatened to make 
the gospel both null and void. Shall it be preached 
that for one to be saved, they must follow the law, 
as well as to profess their faith in Jesus, in His    
redemptive ministry? Is our justification, our       
judicial standing of being declared “guiltless”     
before a holy and just God, to be based upon both 
our keeping the law and by our profession of faith 
in Jesus?

 Peter unequivocally declares, NO! He recites 
to the counsel his experience with the Gentile    
convert, Cornelius. He reminds them how, under 
his ministry of the word, that Cornelius (and those 
in his house) came to believe in Jesus. It was their 
expression of such belief that then brought them 
into this “just” or “guiltless” state before God.     
Peter then reminds them that the proof of this now 
righteous status before God was in the Spirit     
coming upon them in a like manner as when the 
Spirit came upon them on the day of Pentecost.

 Peter, in reminding them of how the gospel 
came to Cornelius, now brings this rebuke to those 
who would now add a works centered               

righteousness to this righteousness that comes by 
faith alone. He asks – “…why tempt [or test] ye 
God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
(Acts 15:10). The sense here, of this phrase “why 
tempt ye God” (or in the New American Standard 
Bible – “why put God to the test”) is making the 
accusation that God made a mistake. By the        
Judaizers concluding that Gentiles must be          
circumcised [and therefore they must follow the 
law], they are saying that God’s plan for the        
salvation of the Gentiles was insufficient. A more 
modern translation refers to this “tempting” of God 
as to “out-god God.” By the demands that the   
Gentiles be brought under the administration of the 
law, Peter is saying that you are placing upon them 
a burden that you, as Jews, cannot bear. God,  
knowing that you Israelites could not keep the law 
perfectly, why would He now place such a burden 
upon the Gentiles?

 The further refutation of this effort to bring in 
a works-centered righteous and applying it to the 
Gentiles is put forward by the reciting of a      
prophecy in the Old Testament. After Peter speaks, 
James then offers his counsel. He first expresses 
his agreement with what Peter had just spoken and 
then he recited a prophecy by Amos. James said, 
“And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it 
is written, After this I will return, and will build 
again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen 
down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and 
I will set it up: That the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my 
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things. Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world” (Acts 15:15-18; Amos 
9:11-12).

6



 It is plain from the Old Testament prophecies 
that God had a plan to save the Gentiles and that 
this plan was the same as it pertained to the Jews. 
It was a perfect plan! Salvation was to be by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Christ Jesus alone.

 The counsel at Jerusalem determined not to 
require Gentile converts to be circumcised. In     
doing so, they preserved the integrity of the gospel 
message. We preach Salvation is by the grace of 
God and not by the works of man. This doesn’t 
mean that the works we do are not important, or 
even not essential. For they are both important and 
essential! For Paul writes in Ephesians 2:10: “For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.” We must do good 
works. But these good works are our response to 
the saving work that God alone both purposed and 
accomplished.

 Now, apart from the reaffirmation of this 
great biblical truth of salvation by grace through 
faith, what else can we take from this effort to  
compromise the gospel message by the Judaizers? 
Is it possible that we, who affirm the doctrines of 
grace, can tempt God by having self-righteous 
thoughts? Can we slip into this mindset of       
somehow gaining God’s favor by our doing good 
works? I believe we can have such thoughts. When 
we seek to do some work in order to obtain the   
favor of God, we entertain these legalistic thoughts 
that the Judaizers were guilty of doing. The works 
that we do are to be done out of love for God and 
for the desire to bring to him the glory that is He is 
rightfully due. They are not to be done so as to put 
some check mark by our name in the column of 
good works in order to gain something from God.

 Let us never be found putting God to the test! 
Because this will never turn out good for the one 
who does this!
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THE GLORIFIED LORD      
INTRODUCES HIMSELF

TO THE CHURCH AT
PHILADELPHIA

By:

Elder Craig W. DeLoach

(Revelation 3:8-9)



 Philadelphia was established by Eumenes II 
as a missionary city to spread Greek ideas and    
culture into the areas of Lydia, Phrygia and Mysia. 
History tells us that Philadelphia was extremely 
successful in that endeavor. In fact, the Lydians 
had forgotten their own language and had become 
essentially Greeks. Some gave the city the        
nickname of “Little Athens.” Eumenes II named 
the city for his brother Attilus II, whose surname 
was “Philadelphos,” which meant “one who loves 
his brother.” Eumenes was honoring Attilus II for 
his faithfulness and dedication.

 Philadelphia was approximately thirty miles 
southeast of Sardis, the fifth city of the seven in 
Asia Minor. Philadelphia, however, is perhaps the 
best known as the site of one of the seven churches 
of Asia in the book of Revelation. The city was   
located on an elevated plain and situated on very 
fertile volcanic soil. Thus, Philadelphia was the  
center of a profitable grape growing industry and 
became well-known for its production of wines. 
The location, however, had its dangers, and these 
dangers left their mark on Philadelphia more than 
any other city.

 In A.D. 17, there was a great earthquake that 
destroyed Sardis and ten other cities of the region. 
In Philadelphia, however, the aftershocks and   
tremors continued for years after. Because of these 
constant and unpredictable aftershocks, many of 
the magnificent structures of “Little Athens”    
crumbled and fell. The remnants of the great       
masonry columns and buildings lay on the ground. 
These falling stones and columns severely injured 
and even killed residents of the city. Consequently, 
most of the population lived outside of the city for 
safety. They resorted to living in small huts so that, 
when tremors occurred, they did not have to fear 
being injured by falling masonry. Going into the 

city took great courage because of the potential  
dangers of injury or death.

 The book of Revelation is written in what is 
called Apocalyptic literature. It was a style of    
writing that was popular in John’s day. The Greek 
word apocalypsis means “revelation.” Apocalyptic 
literature uses vivid images and symbols (beasts, 
dragons, locusts with the power of scorpions,      
etcetera). Apocalyptic literature also uses symbolic 
numbers and names. It is my belief that the       
numbers are used to convey concepts, not strict 
units of measurement. The number seven is fre-
quently used and is the number of completeness or 
perfection. Fractions are used such as one-third. 
Multiples of the number twelve are used. Because 
these numbers convey concepts and not strict units 
of measurement, the number one thousand when 
referring to one thousand years means simply a 
very long time. This is true with “ten days” and 
“one hour” and “a little while.” All of these are 
short times in non-specific terms.

 Interpreting figurative language is always 
challenging, especially since we are removed from 
the apocalyptic genre by some 2,000 plus years. It 
is, therefore, important that we apply the historical 
-grammatical method of interpretation. This 
method of interpretation has as its aim to discover 
the meaning of the passage as the original author 
would have intended and what the original hearers 
would have understood. Revelation was written to 
a contemporary audience. You will notice that John 
was instructed: “What you see, write in a book and 
send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: . . 
.” (Revelation 1:11). It should also be noted that 
the Apocalypse was written during a time of        
intense persecution of believers. Early-on John   
declares to his readers that he was their            
“companion in tribulation” (Revelation 1:9). We 
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note that in His letter to Pergamum, Antipas was 
referred to by the glorified Christ as His “faithful 
martyr” (Revelation 2:13). The members of the 
church in Smyrna and Philadelphia were warned of 
impending tribulation, imprisonment and testing 
(Revelation 2:10 and 3:10).

 Consequently, the book of Revelation is    
written to a particular group of Christians to        
address their specific needs at the time it was    
written. As such, this requires that we should seek 
to discover how it applied to and would have been 
understood by its original audience.

 Apocalyptic writings were for just those 
kinds of times.

He That Is Holy

 The message of Jesus Christ to the church in 
Philadelphia begins this way: “And to the angel of 
the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith 
he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key 
of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; 
and shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy 
works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little 
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not      
denied my name.” In each of our Lord’s messages 
to the seven churches, He has identified Himself 
by utilizing the figurative, symbolic imagery found 
in chapter 1; that is, except in His introduction to 
the church in Philadelphia.

 In His introduction to the letter to            
Philadelphia, Jesus deviates from that style. Rather 
than utilizing that figurative, symbolic imagery, He 
resorts to objective attributes of His being. Holy 
and true are objective, not symbolic. We do not 
have to go on a long search for the meanings of the 
attributes that Jesus Christ possesses. The word 
translated “holy” is hagios. It means “set apart, 

sanctified, especially different,” and by that, it 
means “different from you and me.” When Jesus 
introduces Himself in the first instance as “he that 
is holy,” He is expressing unequivocally His   
equality with God the Father. You will notice in 
John 1:1-3 that John does not hesitate to describe 
the second person of the Godhead to be equal with 
the first: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made.”

 It seems that John is writing in parallel     
fashion with Moses’ introduction to the              
Pentateuch: “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be 
light: and there was light” (Genesis 1:1-3). The 
unique thing about Moses writing is that he uses 
the term Elohim for God. Elohim is the God of 
creation, but the “im” suffix is plural. From that, 
the reader understands that the heaven and the 
earth were created by all three persons of the    
Godhead. This certainly is validation of the     
equality of the members of the Godhead.

 Even more impressive than that is Isaiah’s  
vision in chapter 6 of his prophecy. There he 
writes: “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw 
also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood 
the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain 
he covered his face, and with twain he covered his 
feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy holy, holy, is the LORD of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory”          
(Vs. 1-3).
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 The most interesting thing about this passage 
is the “ternal” statement “Holy, holy, holy.” The 
word ternal means “having three parts.” It is the 
only attribute of God in Scripture stated three 
times. We never read of any other attribute          
delineated in that manner. You never read that God 
was “Mercy, mercy, mercy” or “Grace, grace, 
grace” or “Love, love, love.” You only read that He 
is “Holy, holy, holy.” Of course, this can only be 
addressing the First, Second and Third persons of 
the Godhead. Because of that, Jesus Christ is    
without question equal with the Father.

 In Isaiah 40:25, we hear God asking a        
rhetorical question and then answering it Himself: 
“To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be 
equal? saith the Holy One.” Then again, in Isaiah 
43:15, He tells the people exactly who He is: “I am 
the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, 
your King.” In this same manner then we hear 
Christ Jesus in Revelation 3:8 pronouncing His   
deity and expressing His equality with the Father 
“These things saith he that is holy . . .” (Revelation 
1:8).

He That Is True

 Our Lord proceeds in His introduction to  
identify Himself as “. . . he that is true”           
(Revelation 1:8). This, of course, is the second    
objective description He gives of Himself. The 
word truth can be defined as “that which has not 
only the name and resemblance, but the real nature 
corresponding to the name, in every respect        
corresponding to the idea signified by the name, 
real, true, genuine, opposite of what is fictitious, 
counterfeit, imaginary, simulated or pretended.” 
That is an excellent definition of Jesus Christ.     
Jesus was the embodiment of the truth. Every word 
in that Thayer Dictionary definition describes Him.

 There was a dialogue in the long ago between 
Jesus and a man named Pontius Pilate that is a 
prime example of the true One: “Pilate therefore 
said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus            
answered, Thou sayest I am a king. To this end I 
was born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one 
that is of the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith 
unto him, What is truth?” (John 18:37-38). Pilate 
could not handle the truth. He did not have ears to 
hear the voice of “he that is true.” What Jesus had 
just set before Pilate was the truth regarding the       
covenant of grace. As a consequence our Lord can 
declare, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 
14:6).

 His name is “True.” In Revelation chapter 19, 
we read, “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a 
white horse; and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war” (Verse 11, emphasis added). 
His name is “True” because He is “the truth.” We 
know this is speaking of Jesus because is verse 13 
it says “and his name is called The Word of God.” 
In addition to that marvelous statement, John adds 
in his gospel “And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). Paul informs us in his 
letter to Titus that God cannot lie (Titus 1:2), and if 
Jesus is equal to the Father, and He tells us He is in 
John 10, saying “I and my Father are one” (Verse 
30), then our Lord will never lead us astray. He 
will never deceive us. He is truth.

Conclusion

 Jesus was continually declaring that He     
possessed the attributes of God. In the introduction 
to the book of Revelation, we find John, who has 
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no misgivings about this fact, stating, “John to the 
seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, 
and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
which are before his throne; And from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, . . . Behold, he 
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 
and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, 
Amen. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was 
and which is to come, the Almighty. Always” 
(Revelation 1:4-5, 7-8, emphasis added).

 Isaiah, speaking for God says, “thus saith the 
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to    
revive the heart of the contrite ones (Isaiah 57:15, 
emphasis added). Then in Jesus’ high prayer in 
John 17 and verse 3, the Lord says, “And this is 
life eternal, that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent”    
(Emphasis added).

 Hence, as He introduces Himself to the      
suffering, persecuted church at Philadelphia, He 
identifies Himself as the One who will keep His 
promise, and His promise is: “Him that             
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of 
my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will 
write upon him the name of my God, and the name 
of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: 
and I will write upon him my new name.”
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NEWS FROM
THE CHURCHES



Ramah Church
Barnesville, GA
Sharon White, Reporter

Greetings from Ramah Church! We invite you to 
our Spring Meeting to be held March 24 – 26 
with Elder Pat McCoy. Services will begin each 
evening at 7 PM, with a covered dish dinner    
beginning at 6 PM on Thursday, the 26th. We   
rejoiced recently when and Andy and Jeannie Bunn, and Joshua and Jessica Ogle came forward seeking a 
home at Ramah. They were joyfully accepted and we pray we will be a blessing to them as they are a 
blessing to us. In December, our talented choir blessed us with the Christmas cantata “How Great Our 
Joy”, as we shared in a morning of worship and praise. We start the New Year with a prayer on our hearts 
to love and serve our God and each other better in 2020.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Antioch Church
Twin City, GA

In reflecting back on 2019, Antioch and its   
members have been so blessed by the Lord. In 
addition to previously printed announcements, 
we have a bit more news to share. In September, 
we had two special events to report. On the 17th, 
Antioch hosted the Upper Canoochee                
Association meeting. Attendance by sister 
churches supported this meeting and Antioch was 
honored to have been a part of such an important day. On the 22nd, Sister Gail Scarboro professed her 
love for the Lord and asked for a home at Antioch. She was accepted as a new member with unanimous 
approval and was baptized the following Sunday. On November 2nd , we held our Fall Festival at the 
church. A wonderful time of fellowship was enjoyed by all and the children especially enjoyed activities 
prepared for them. We ended the year with the Christmas play presented by the children of the church and 
led by Mrs. Jessica English and were also treated to a  musical bell performance done by the children and       
several adults. Although we have had a wonderful year at Antioch, we have several members who have 
stood in need of our support and prayers. Please join us in remembering all of those in our prayers who 
for whatever reason have not been able to be in attendance. We are enjoying Brother Jim Bowen and     
Sister Peggy and are so blessed that the Lord sent them to us in His perfect time. Antioch would like to 
extend as always an invitation for everyone to join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am for Bible Study 
and at 11:00 am for Worship Service. May God bless each and every one with a wonderful 2020!
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Northside Church
Roswell, GA
Lilla Kiser, Reporter

Greetings from Northside PBC. We are thankful 
to announce that we have two new members, 
Cory and Abby Hopke. They have been visiting 
with us for several months now and have been 
very involved in the activities of the church. 
They desired to make their church home at  
Northside and were baptized on Sunday, January 
19. They have been a wonderful blessing to Northside and we pray that we can be a blessing to them.  
Welcome to new members Cory and Abby!!!!! We have several other visitors who are attending regularly 
and are very interested in all of the church's functions. We are thankful for each one who comes to       
worship with us and pray that God will send others. We continue to have a number of people on our 
prayer list and we remember each one on our bulletin. I know there is a lot of sickness everywhere, with 
colds and flu going around, and now this new virus.. Please be careful and take care of yourself. We pray 
everyone will stay well. When you are in our area, please visit with us - we would love to see you.

15



Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits, the God of our salvation!" Psalm 68:19 

If you’ve ever carried a full backpack, armful of grocery bags, or heavy package to mail, you know the 
relief that comes when you release your burden. Your muscles relax, your arms tingle, and you can catch 
your breath. If you’ve ever been carrying a heavy load and someone came along to help lighten it, you 
know the kind of gratitude you feel for such assistance. 

God provides us with the same kind of relief each day. From the laundry list of cares and concerns we  
continually seem to carry to the new items we’ll add today, he can lift them all. We don’t have to strain, 
strive, and struggle alone. In his power, sovereignty, and wisdom, he knows the leverage points that will 
help us lift our part of the burden. As Jesus also reminds us, it’s light and easy to carry. 

Today, rest in the knowledge that God bears your burdens. Praying for you. 

DEVOTIONAL
BY: SHERRY FARR
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NEWS FROM
THE DENOMINATION



PB Foundation Annual Meeting 
Hickory Springs Church, Tifton, GA 
April 28, 2020

Churches are asked to elect a Director and           
Alternate Director and to send this information 
[along with proxy notice] to Brother Darryl Harris 
by March 31st. Also, any contributions to the  
Foundation to be included in this year’s report 
must be sent by March 31st. Brother Darryl’s     
contact information is: Darryl Harris, P.O Box 595, 
Roswell, Ga. 3007. Contact numbers for the church 
are: Lynn Ross at 229-848-7225 or Tim Ross at 
229-445-1814. The following are suggestions for 
lodging. When making reservations, let the hotel 
know you are with the Primitive Baptist           
Foundation. Also, you need to make reservations 
by March 27. 

Hickory Springs is at 221 Hickory Springs Church 
Road, about five miles northwest of Tifton, GA; 

GPS and map location can be found on our PB  
website at Hickory Springs Church. 

Hampton Inn,  
720 US Highway 319 S. (229-382-8800) 
$119/night plus taxes 
 
Fairfield Inn & Suites,  
807 W. 7th St. W. (229-387-8288) 
$99/night plus taxes 

Country Inn & Suites, 
310 S. Virginia Ave. (229-382-8100) or         
(229-382- 8250) $104/night plus taxes. 
 
Holiday Inn Express,  
814 West 7th St. W. (229-382-3300) 
$99/night plus taxes. 

Darryl Harris Secretary-Treasurer 
Primitive Baptist Foundation, Inc.
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Discipling Ministries International, Inc.

In October 2019 at our Annual Delegates Meeting 
some changes were made by the board of directors 
at the request of then Chairman, Elder Pat McCoy. 
The officers are as follows: 

Elder Dean Robbins– Chairman  
Elder Kurt Bacon– Vice Chairman 
Rose Mary Gee– Secretary 
Elder Pat McCoy– Treasurer / Missions Director 

There may have been come confusion about where 
donations are to be sent since they previously had 
been sent to the Chairman. All contributions should 
still be sent to: 

DMI 
P. O. Box 69 
Culloden, Georgia 31016 

On March 9 a team of pastors and medical          
personnel will be departing for Ukraine for a   
medical mission. We will fly into Odessa and open 
clinics in two villages outside of Odessa. The  
medical team will be working three days in each 
village before returning to Kiev for our departure. 

Three pastors, Elders: Kurt Bacon, Pat McCoy, and 
Dean Robbins will be traveling with Sasha Malov 
to Eastern Ukraine. We will travel from Odessa to 
the East by overnight train. While in the East we 
will be visiting with five pastors DMI is supporting 
this year. These pastors are right on the front line 
so to speak. Their towns are in what is known as 
the “Gray Zone”. This is the area in the Donetsk 
Region in Ukraine not in the occupied area.     
However, the occupied area can be seen from these 
villages. 

These pastors are serving congregations of people 
who are unable to move anywhere else. They are 
“stuck” in their villages. (continued on next page) 
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We are so thankful for these pastors who are so 
faithful to serve the Lord’s people even in the 
midst of hardship and struggles.

Be in prayer for all this team as they serve the Lord 
and serve His people in two different parts of the 
country. 

Fund Raiser 

I want to take the opportunity to thank everyone 
who supported the fund raiser held at the        
Statesboro Church a couple weeks ago. 

Thanks to those who labored in the kitchen, dining 
area, and on the hot grills. Thanks you everyone 
who provided cakes and other items. And thank 
you to all who contributed financially to this event. 
As a result we raised $15,718. Praise the Lord for 
His goodness and blessing to this ministry.

Another fund raiser is being planned for the West 
Central Georgia area following our trip in March. 

Further information will be coming as date and 
time is set. 

Future Ministry trips: 

September—Philippines 
November– Ukraine 

Contact us if you are interested in going on one of 
these trips. 

E-mail: pm4dmi@outlook.com 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Available For Supply

Elder Richard M. Davis 
32 Harvest Moon Drive 

Savannah, Ga 31419 
Phone: 912-657-1568  

Available 1st and 3rd Sundays
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Obituaries

DEKLE, Wallace Kennedy – 
September 18, 1925 to January 29, 2020. 

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia. 



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner Herald     
subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith. 
The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession.

• We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and        
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice.

• We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

• We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties; his 
heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate.

• We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and the 
final perseverance of the saints. 

• We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is by 
His grace alone.

• We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of Jesus 
Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

• We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed in 
the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and service to be           
observed by the church.

• We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's    
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery.

• We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, and       
fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and body         
reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to punishment in 
hell forever.

STATEMENT OF FAITH


