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THE ATONING 
KING

By:
Lic. Andrew Tucker

Fellowship Primitive Baptist Church
Stilson, GA



"(5) Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting 

upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.(6) 
And the disciples went, and did as Jesus  

commanded them, (7) And brought the ass, 
and the colt, and put on them their clothes, 

and they set him thereon. (8) And a very 
great multitude spread their garments in the 

way; others cut down branches from the 
trees, and strawed them in the way. (9) And 
the multitudes that went before, and that   

followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son 
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

(10) And when he was come into Jerusalem, 
all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 

(11) And the multitude said, This is Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee." 

(Matthew 21:5-11)

Make Way For The King

! As we come to ponder the well-known 
scriptural reference that would later be called 
the Triumphal Entry, let us look to the          
specifics of what is truly occurring for us to  
begin to understand what could be considered 
such a strange event if being read out of       
historical context. It is here that we see Jesus 
command his disciples to fetch him a colt, 
which is a young donkey, in order for him to 
ride it into the city of Jerusalem. And, while 
riding a donkey isn't necessarily an    
unheard-of oddity for the time period, the   
reasoning behind this choice of ride amid the 
context of what Christ is doing may seem a bit 

strange. Why? This is answered in verse 5, in 
which Jesus says, "(5a) Tell ye the daughter of 
Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee." In 
other words, Christ had just told his disciples 
to go and pronounce throughout the streets of 
Jerusalem that their long-awaited king is here. 

! It is this statement that will draw us into 
a deep and long awaited historical occurrence 
among the Israelites. Look at Genesis 49:10, as 
Jacob writes, "(10) The sceptre shall not        
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from       
between his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
unto him shall the gathering of the people 
be." In using the term "Shiloh," which means 
"tranquility or rest", Jacob had declared that it 
would only be when the scepter or power of 
Israel was no longer in the hands of the house 
of Judah, that "Shiloh" would come. Now, 
while Shiloh is defined as tranquility, it is 
most commonly understood to be a symbolic 
representation of the Messiah as spoken of in 
Genesis 3:15 when God spoke of a coming    
redeemer by saying, "(15) And I will put      
enmity between thee and the woman, and  
between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel." So, we must understand that Jesus is 
now publicly proclaiming to the nation of     
Israel that He is the anointed one; the coming 
king. 

! Yet, weren't Herod The Great, and     
eventually his family who formed a               
tetrarchy, Herod Archelaus (Judea & Samaria), 
Herod Antipas (Galilee & Perea), and Philip 
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(Batanea) in charge as the ruling powers? Yes. 
However, what must be understood about the 
Herodian Dynasty is the fact that Herod and 
his descendants were the first rulers of Israel 
who were not Judean. Instead, history points 
to the fact that Herod and his ancestors were 
Idumean, coming from the land of Edom. 
Why is this important? Simply because of the 
fact that when Jesus makes His first advent 
among the people, it is in the exact time that 
Jacob's words regarding the coming of the 
Messiah are fulfilled. Now you can imagine 
the excitement that may have been in the air 
when Jesus' disciples began proclaiming that 
the long-awaited Shiloh had arrived. 

! Verses 5 - 7 continue by saying, "(5b) 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the 
foal of an ass.(6) And the disciples went, and 
did as Jesus  commanded them, (7) And 
brought the ass, and the colt, and put on 
them their clothes, and they set him 
thereon." Yet, this is where we find somewhat 
of a modern-day oddity regarding a triumphal 
entry. One might ask, "Why then, if Christ is 
proclaiming his anointed nature as the        
Messiah, would he choose to ride such a lowly 
beast as the colt of a donkey?" For when we 
think of great kings riding into battle or riding 
in a procession, we rarely if ever at all think of 
them as being on a donkey. Why? Because in 
the eyes of the world, a donkey doesn't         
display much regality and/or power. So why 
would we find Jesus riding such a beast? It is 
here that we find two main reasons behind 
such an action. 

! First, let us look to the historical            
significance of Israel's rulers and their choice 
of donkey's or mules. Throughout the book of 
Judges, we see that individuals of high      
ranking, often the judges themselves, are      
referred to by the number of donkeys they  
possessed. This can be seen in places such as 
Judges 10:4 and Judges 12:14, in which we see 
the number of donkeys being listed in order to 
refer to their status in society. This is also seen 
in the life of Solomon, upon being declared 
king, is set upon a donkey to ride during his 
coronation; "The king also said unto them, 
Take with you the servants of your lord, and 
cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine 
own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: 
And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet anoint him there king over Israel: 
and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God 
save king Solomon" (1 Kings 1:33-34).

! Yet, not only is Christ's riding of a colt 
symbolic of his true kingly nature as God in 
the flesh, it's also significant due to the fact 
that it fulfills one of the many prophecies      
regarding the coming Messiah. Zechariah 9:9 
speaks towards the coming Messiah by        
saying, "(9) Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:          
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is 
just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an 
ass." So, when it comes to the historical nature 
of Christ's riding of a colt, we can see that 
there are many Old Testament correlations 
and much symbolism behind this action. 
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! Secondly, on a more practical level, it 
could be perceived that Christ's riding of a 
colt is symbolically linked to the                  
characteristics found in the symbolism of the 
colt itself. Colts are not widely known for 
bursts of aggression. While it is true that there 
have been cases throughout history of a      
donkey kicking someone, these cases are often 
few and far between. Given the choice           
between having to be in the same room with a 
tiger or being in the same room with a donkey, 
I would have no hesitation choosing the     
donkey. Why? Because compared to many 
other animals, donkeys typically are known 
for their gentle behavior. This is even seen as 
being a characteristic of Christ himself when 
he speaks in Matthew 21:5 by calling himself 
meek. I believe the choice of riding a gentle 
and lowly animal such as a donkey is a      
symbolic way of Christ showing his humility 
as being a servant leader. So, while on the 
fringe of this situation, it may have seemed 
strange to us due to the fact that we are so far 
removed from the historical context, in all     
reality, Christ's actions make sense. 

! With this in mind, we see the people in 
the streets begin to lay down their garments as 
well as palm branches in a sign of respect. 
This is very similar to the old situation in 
which men would lay their coats on the 
ground so that their female companion 
wouldn't have to walk through mud or water. 
Similarly, the people began to show their      
respect and adoration by laying down their  
belongings before the coming Messiah. In the 

midst of all of this, we see the people begin to 
shout out claims of adoration by saying in 
verse 9, "(9) Hosanna to the Son of David: 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest." This is yet    
another reference to the coming messiah,    
considering its importance in the prophetic 
message of Psalm 118:22;25-26; "(22) The stone 
which the builders refused is become the 
head stone of the corner. (25) Save now, I    
beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech 
thee, send now prosperity. (26) Blessed be he 
that cometh in the name of the LORD: we 
have blessed you out of the house of the 
LORD." We see the people of Jerusalem      
publicly proclaiming that they are associating 
Jesus with the prophecies of the Old             
Testament. Their king had finally come, and 
he was expected to do all the things off which 
the scriptures spoke of. 

Shift Of Opinion

! So, the prophecies being fulfilled and the 
people who proclaiming Christ as the         
Messiah, we must ask the question as to how 
and why the social opinion changed so      
drastically within a matter of 3 - 4 days when 
Christ would be denied by the same people, 
leading to his crucifixion. For if we were to 
look at this historic week with a desire to be 
objective, the actions of the people may seem 
erratic. Yet, to better understand their actions, 
we need only look at a few Old Testament 
texts and compare them with the perspective 
of the people and the reality of Christ. 
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! To begin, let us look to a familiar passage 
that is often associated with the Christmas 
story. In Isaiah 9:6-7, we see yet another       
prophetic text regarding the coming Messiah, 
in which Isaiah writes, "(6) For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given: and the      
government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful,        
Counsellor, The mighty God, The                 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. (7) 
Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, 
and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this." 

! It is here that we see one of the main    
perspectives of the Jewish people regarding 
their coming king. Notice how the text       
mentions the fact the many correlations of 
who the Christ would be. The Christ would be 
"Wonderful." Was Christ not truly wonderful, 
performing all sorts of miracles and healings? 
The Messiah would be a "Counselor." Was 
Christ not a true counselor and guide            
regarding his teachings? The Messiah would 
be "The mighty God." I can't help but think of 
the many supernatural occurrences in the life 
of Christ in which he portrayed the might of 
God. We see Him walking on water, feeding 
thousands with so small resources, and even 
raise the dead! Isaiah then goes on to speak of 
the Messiah as being "The everlasting Father." 
I need only recite Christ's own words in John 
10:30, in which he says, "I and my Father are 

one." Surely Jesus was, as Paul writes in   
Philippians 2:6, "equal with God." So when it 
comes to these many attributes of the coming 
Messiah, Christ undoubtedly fit the                
description. 

! However, as we look to the final             
descriptive given of Christ in Isaiah 9:6, we 
find a term that, in my opinion, is the one that 
turned the tide of the public's opinion of Jesus 
Christ. Isaiah calls the coming Messiah as     
being "The Prince of Peace." Imagine if you 
will the people's excitement as Christ was    
riding into the city of Jerusalem, proclaiming 
to the people that he was exactly who they 
had been looking for. They likely thought of 
the painful and dark history of the nation of 
Israel, remembering the stories of their          
ancestors' bondage in Egypt. They would 
have likely thought of the pain of the splitting 
of Israel into the Northern and Southern   
Kingdoms. They likely would have thought of 
the plight and struggles against the Assyrians, 
Babylonians, and the Persians, including their 
exile. And finally, they would likely have 
thought of the oppression and heavy taxation 
being laid upon them currently by the Roman 
government. So, would it be much of a         
surprise to believe that the perspective of this 
people was founded in the understanding that 
Jesus was going to take hold of the power and 
authority in Israel, freeing them from their  
current oppression forever? It is very likely 
that the people looked at Jesus and thought of 
him as becoming a great earthly leader, taking 
the physical throne of Israel, and bringing 
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physical peace. For wasn't the coming         
Messiah described as The Prince of Peace?

! However, instead of taking the physical 
throne, we see Jesus being betrayed by the  
people. We see their attitude towards him 
shift drastically towards anger. We see Him  
being accused of sin by those within the        
religious hierarchy. We see Him being 
scourged, beaten, and bruised; having a crown 
of thorns placed on His head. We see Him    
being nailed to a cross between two thieves. 
We see Him giving up the ghost, and laying 
down His life. 

! Yet despite all of this, in no way did Jesus 
forfeit the claim of the coming Messiah as     
being The Prince of Peace. How? For while   
Jesus never physically brought peace   
throughout the known world by way of 
worldly authority and power, He did in fact 
bring peace on a completely different level. 
For while many were looking to Christ as     
being an earthly king, bringing physical peace 
to the world, the Father saw Him as being a 
spiritual Prince of Peace, being the perfect   
sacrifice, giving atonement for the sins of the 
Elect. In a very different way than expected by 
the world, Jesus brought peace; peace with 
God by way of the cross. He truly was and is 
our Prince of Peace.

! So, let us remember the simple yet       
profound truth, so as to not doubt the Lord's 
hand in our daily lives; as Isaiah 55:8-9 says, 
"(8) For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

LORD. (9) For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." 
For while Christ didn't come in the way that 
many people expected Him to come, He did 
in fact come in the way we all needed Him to 
come; as our media- tor, our sacrifice, and the 
redeemer of sinners. So, let us always hold to 
the truth that while God may not work in the 
way we expect Him to work, and while He 
may not provide in the way we think He will 
provide, He often gives us what we need 
rather than what we think we want. And it is 
in those moments that we often find ourselves 
able to grow spiritually into a deeper             
understanding of the grace and purpose of 
God.
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NEWS FROM THE 
CHURCHES



Olney Church
Oak Park, GA

We at Olney Church cordially invite you to   
attend our Spring Revival Meeting. It will be 
held on Tuesday, April 4th., Wednesday, April 
5th. and Thursday, April 6th. Elder Pat 
McCoy, pastor of the Atlanta Church will be 
the guest minister. We will have supper in the 
annex at 6:00 PM on Tuesday. The services 
will begin at 7:30 PM each evening. We hope 
you can make plans to join us for this time of 
fellowship. We have been truly blessed each 
Sunday to hear the message that the Lord has 
put on Brother Bill Durrence's heart to preach. 
We are truly thankful for his service. Lord, 
please give your people the strength to         
uphold your teachings as we face so much    
adversity in this world. We pray for your  
guidance in the leadership of our nation. Help 
us to always turn to you. May the Lord        
continue to bless those in our midst who are 
sick and have not been able to attend church. 
May each of you have a beautiful Spring filled 
with many blessings! 

! ! ! ! Debbie V. Dees, Reporter

_________________________________________

Mt. View Church
Rainsville, AL

Greetings from Mt. View to all our brothers 
and sisters in Christ! We continue to enjoy  
worship and praise each Sunday morning and 
evening as well as Wednesday night prayer 

meeting, Bible Study and PBYF. Our        
Christmas musical program, entitled "The 
Love of God at Christmas" was a joy for all   
involved. Fun, fellowship and refreshments 
followed. Our monthly Food Pantry, operated 
by Sister Pat Rountree and church volunteers, 
served 40 people in December and January. 
On the first Sunday of January, Elder Marvin 
Paulk began his second year as our pastor. We 
are so very blessed to have him and Sister 
Brenda with us. At the January meeting of the 
Mable Hopper Ladies' Circle, among the 
many projects discussed was donations to the 
Children's Advocacy Center of DeKalb 
County, which gives help and counseling to 
abused children in our area. By the middle of 
Feb. we had contributed around 50 items. 
Elder Don Gilbert preached for us on the   
January 29th Youth Sunday, and on February 
12, our young people treated us to a            
wonderful Valentine's banquet in the             
fellowship hall complete with delicious food 
and entertainment. We are now preparing for 
our Easter cantata and dramatic program by 
the youth. We ask for your prayers as we enter 
2017, and please come and visit us at any 
time. 

! ! ! Sheila Hopper Akins, Reporter

_________________________________________

Claxton Church 
Claxton, GA 

The Claxton Primitive Baptist Church is 
pleased to announce that Brother Brett Bacon, 
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a member of our church, has been licensed to 
preach the Gospel among our churches. 
Brother Bacon has been holding services at the 
Griffin House each Sunday and has preached 
in our church and sister area churches over 
the past year. The membership recognizes 
great promise in Brother Bacon and sincerely 
believe that God has given him a special gift 
and the desire to preach God's Word.        
Therefore, we wholeheartedly endorse and  
recommend him to our denomination.           
Licentiate Brett Bacon can be contacted ! at !
(912)!-977-3324 !or by email at: 
bacon_brett@hotmail.com. 

! ! ! ! Dora Rountree, Clerk

_________________________________________

Lake Chapel Church 
Patterson, GA 

Greetings to our Sister Churches: 

The ladies of the church were treated to a    
Valentine's supper on Feb 13. The meal was 
prepared and served by the men of the 
church. We enjoyed a time of good food and 
fellowship. Elder Keith Hamilton of Upper 
Black Creek Church in Bulloch County was 
our guest minister for our annual meeting on 
Feb 23,24, and 25. God prepared powerful  
messages for Bro Keith to relate to us.      
Homecoming with our Pastor, Bro Sam       
Bennett, was observed on Sunday Feb 26.     
After services, a covered-dish lunch was       
enjoyed in the church social hall. If you are in 

our area, we would love to have you come in 
and visit with us. 

! ! ! ! ! Susie Deal, Reporter

_________________________________________

Northside Church 
Roswell, GA 

Greetings from Northside Primitive Baptist 
Church. We continue our study of 12              
Extraordinary Women of the Bible, led by our 
Pastor, Elder Jason Solomon. We are learning a 
lot about the importance of these women and 
how their faith led them to do great things. 
We are still saddened by the passing of Sister 
Norma Harris. Sister Norma was a Charter 
member of Northside and was very helpful in 
so many ways. She played the piano for 
church services and was a faithful member. 
We miss her smiling face and beautiful music. 
Brother Lyndon is in an assisted care home in 
Alpharetta and comes to church when he is 
able. We invite each of you to our Spring   
meeting in May. It seems like a long way off 
now, but it will be here before you know it. We 
are looking forward to the meeting on May 
4,5, and 6 with Elder Marty Mullis as the 
guest minister. Services will be at 7:30 on 
Thursday and Friday nights and 11:00          
Saturday. with lunch following the service. 
Please join us and be in prayer for our Pastor 
and Elder Mullis. We look forward to seeing 
you. 

! ! ! ! ! Lilla Kiser, Reporter
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NEWS FROM THE 
DENOMINATION
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PRIMITIVE BAPTIST FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Primitive Baptist Foundation, Inc. will be held at 10:00 a.m CDT 
on April 25, 2017 at the Union Grove Primitive Baptist Church in Winchester, Tennessee.

The church is at 6370 Chestnut Ridge Road. 

The phone number of the pastor is 931- 607-2984. 

On Monday evening there will be dinner served at 6:30, with preaching following. The     
annual meeting is on Tuesday morning and early afternoon. This meeting is always a    
special time for the host church, directors and guests. We will update everyone on the   

programs of the Foundation, hear God's word preached, and enjoy wonderful fellowship 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The Foundation continues to provide a vital ministry for our people, and we look forward to 
sharing the year's progress and outlook for the future. 

In His Service, 

Darryl Harris, Secretary-Treasurer 



Available For Supply
Elder Tommy McGee 

259 Marvin Findley Road 

Collins, Ga 30421

tmcgee@pineland.net 

912-684-2572 (H) 

912-282-8075 (C)

Licentiate Brett Bacon 

14527 Hwy 301 

Glennville, GA 30427

 bacon_brett@hotmail.com 

(912) 977-3324

New Church Clerk At
Olney Primitive Baptist Church

All correspondence should be sent to this new address.

Tyra Burkalter 
260 McDilda Dr.
Lyons, GA 30436 

Home: (912) 526-6685
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! The Scholarship Committee of the Primitive 
Baptist Scholarship Foundation, Inc. announces 
that scholarship applications are being accepted 
for the school year 2017-2018.

! Article XIV of the Trust Agreement reads as 
follows: "Individuals who are beneficiaries of the 
income from this fund shall be persons who have 
received a high school diploma or its equivalent 
and who desire to continue their education        
beyond the high school level. In determining said 
beneficiaries, consideration shall first be given to 
those persons who are associated with the   
Primitive Baptist denomination; provided,        
however, the beneficiaries hereunder shall not be 
limited to those persons associated with said    
denomination." 

! The maximum amount for a scholarship is 
$1,000.00 annually. The amount of scholarships 
granted depends on the funds available to the 
scholarship committee. Scholarships are 
awarded in the priority/order of: minister,          
minister's family, upper classmen followed by 

freshmen. The scholarship amounts within each 
category are the same. Applicants may be 
awarded a reduced amount if the church they are 
affiliated with has not contributed within the last 
three years. The committee would like to assist 
every applicant. However, this cannot be assured 
because the committee can only award the       
interest earned on the principal each year. 

! Scholarships are awarded on an annual   
basis, renewable upon application and           
qualification any year thereafter. Payments are 
made directly to the institution. The scholarship is 
divided into equal payments on a quarterly or    
semester basis. 

! Application for scholarships must be       
postmarked by June 1, 2017 or they will not be 
considered and they must be filled out            
completely. The current application form shows 
'Revised Feb. 2016' in the upper right-hand      
corner.

(Continued on the next page)... 
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! Requests for a scholarship application form 
may be requested either via e-mail addressed or 
US mail addressed to: 

Bama Newman 

2006 Pippin Place 

Statesboro, GA 30461 

pbsf4learning@gmail.com

! Last year the scholarship committee 
awarded 42 scholarships totaling $26,210.00. 
The committee urges anyone who desires to     
assist to please contribute to this cause.           
Donations may be sent to Bama Newman at the 
above address. 

! Committee members are: Elder Jimmy J. 
Chapman, Chairman Emeritus; Harry Park,  
Chairman; Alan Moore, Vice-Chairman; Bama 
Newman, Secretary-Treasurer; Elder Mike     
Newman; Ruth Farr; Rose Mary Gee; and Tanya 
Vann. 
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JUST ONE 
WOMAN’S  
JOURNEY

By:
Jordan Walker

Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church
Statesboro, GA



! A few weeks before Mama passed, Kelcie 
and I were eating with my parents and 
brother at Longhorn's Steakhouse. I don't      
remember the occasion for our night out       
together, nor do I recall what everyone ate. 
The one thing that I do remember was that my 
Mom had told all of us of her plans to start a 
blog. Already very active both professionally 
and personally on various social media       
platforms, she desired a special forum to       
express some of her more personal thoughts 
with her friends,  family, and whoever else 
cared to read. 

! She told us that she already had the 
name for the blog picked out: "Just One 
Woman's Journey". I liked it. She even had a 
subtitle for the page: "Behind and Beyond Me." 
Not only that (apparently this had been on her 
mind for some time), but she had even written 
her first article to post as soon as she got the 
blog up and running! She told us at dinner 
that night that she had written about "the 
tongue" because some of the things in her     
recent Bible readings had really convicted her 
about the dangers and temptations that our 
mouths present. We could all relate and I 
couldn't wait to read what my Mama had to 
say on the subject.

! Unfortunately for all of us, Mama never 
got to start that blog. It is one of the many 
things that she still wanted to do that was 
abruptly interrupted by her death. A few days 
after things had settled down following the  
funeral, I found myself still wanting to read 

the last bit of motherly counsel that my Mama 
wrote. She knew that her eldest son had   
struggled to control his tongue ever since it 
started working some 27 years ago - I            
inherited a good bit of her fire and probably a 
little less of her self-control. I found the article 
on her computer and read it. I love it, and I 
love my Mom. But this message wasn't     
something she wrote to me or just for our   
family - it was written for a blog, to be read by 
any and everyone. It was written to have an 
impact. So, here is what she wrote. . . . 

_________________________________________

"The Tongue" 
By Devra Walker 

! “See how great a forest a little fire       
kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of  
iniquity. The tongue is so set among our    
members that it defiles the whole body, and 
sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set 
on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and 
bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed by mankind. But 
no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly 
evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless 
our God and Father, and with it we curse men, 
who have been made in the similitude of God. 
Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and 
cursing. My brethren, these things ought not 
to be so. Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear      
olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no 
spring yields both salt water and fresh.” 
(James 3:5-12, NKJV)

17



! I was reading this passage of scripture 
this morning, and I cringed. realizing that my 
tongue has often spewed forth fire, and that it 
has caused damage even though that was not 
the intention. I've always had a little spark of 
fire in me. Even as a child I can remember 
times when something really hurt or upset 
me. I remember well the feeling of sudden    
anger and the seeming helplessness over the 
eruption of words that could spew out. I'm 
pretty sure this trait came from my Mama...  
Because, well, she was a mama, as I'll explain 
in a minute. 

! I can identify, also, when this spark-like 
reaction matured. As my children grew older, 
if something upset them - but especially if 
something hurt them or was "unfairly" aimed 
at them - my Mama Bear instincts would flare 
up and fly to the rescue. If you tried to hurt 
one of my children, I would come at you. I 
most vividly remember seeing a coach of the 
opposing team put his hand on Jordan's back 
while scolding him during a high school      
basketball game. You know emotions can run 
high in a basketball game! I stood up and 
started down those stands straight toward 
that coach and would have probably shoved 
him in the back if my friend hadn't grabbed 
my arm. Don't. Mess. With. My. Babies.      
Anyway, my point is that when I feel attacked, 
directly or indirectly, I tend to react. And 
there's the problem. I react instead of stopping 
to think and to intentionally frame my actions 
to align with the Word of God. 

! In today's world, with the instant        
communication that can occur by way of the 
internet and cellular service, the tongue can 
also include the fingers, as we type or text out 
words that immediately go out for others to 
see and hear. The tongue has an even bigger 
influence and potential to harm today than 
ever before. And we are taking full advantage 
of it. One simply has to open up their         
Facebook home page to "hear" what others are 
saying, and what we will most often find is 
"an unruly evil, full of deadly poison." I have 
never seen such radical division, and one that 
has escalated at such an alarming rate, as the 
division that has occurred in our country since 
the presidential election. In the midst of the 
ranting and raving, very few seem to be     
turning to THE WORD for guidance and      
answers. And very few seem to be pausing   
before reacting - Loudly! 

! I, too, have fallen to the temptation to   
react and respond on social media. I have     
feverishly typed out words when I read    
something that pricked at my feelings.    
Thankfully, more often than not, I have 
paused just long enough to realize that the 
best course of action was to make use of the 
'Backspace' and 'Delete' buttons. 

! From my reading this morning, my       
intention is to pause more. I hope to react less. 
For in reality, all that matters is my God and 
what He has planned for me. I want to be 
what He wants me to be, and from this        
passage in James, I know that He wants me to 
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tame my tongue And my fingers. I cannot be 
both fire and light. Fire may appear to provide 
some light, but it's dim and it's choking. It's 
not the light that God calls us to be. I want to 
be the kind of light God wants and calls me to 
be.

Give me sticks, give me stones 

Bend my body, break my bones 

Use staff and rod to turn me black and blue 

'Cause you can't unhear, you can't unsay 

But if it were up to me to change 

I'd turn "lies" and "hate" to "love" and "truth" 

If I could only kill a word. 

("Kill a Word" by Eric Church)

_________________________________________

! I, for one, wish we got to read more of 
"Just One Woman's Journey". It was a            
wonderful sojourning for those 56 years and 
we miss you more every day. Thank you for 
the reminder about the dangers of the tongue 
and the power of our words. - Jordan Walker

*Please uphold the Walker Family— Lindsay,     
Jordan, Kelcie, Baby Emerson, and Griffin in your 
prayers. Also keep Devra's father, Elder Emerson 
Proctor in your prayers as well.
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THE LORD IS                      
RISEN INDEED

By:
Charles Spurgeon

(1834-1892)



“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of 
David was raised from the dead according to 

my gospel.”

(2 Timothy 2:8)

! Upon the incarnation, life, death, and   
resurrection of Jesus, our salvation hinges. He 
who believes these truths aright hath believed 
the gospel; and, believing the gospel, he shall 
without doubt find eternal salvation therein. 

! But men want novelties. They cannot    
endure that the trumpet should give forth the 
same certain sound. They crave some fresh  
fantasia every day. "The gospel with          
variations" is the music for them. "Intellect is 
progressive," they say. They must, therefore, 
march ahead of their forefathers. Incarnate   
deity, a holy life, an atoning death and a literal 
resurrection— having heard these things now 
for nearly nineteen centuries, they are just a 
little stale; and the cultivated mind hungers 
for a change from the old-fashioned manna. 

! Even in Paul's day, this tendency was 
manifest. So they sought to regard facts as 
mysteries or parables, and they labored to find 
a spiritual meaning in them until they went so 
far as to deny them as actual facts. Seeking a 
recondite meaning, they overlooked the fact 
itself, losing the substance in a foolish         
preference for the shadow. While God set be-
fore them glorious events that fill heaven with 
amazement, they showed their foolish         
wisdom by accepting the plain historical facts 
as myths to be interpreted or riddles to be 

solved. He who believed as a little child was 
pushed aside as a fool that the disputer and 
the scribe might come in to mystify simplicity 
and hide the light of truth. Hence, there had 
arisen a certain Hymenaeus and Philetus, 
"who concerning the truth have erred, saying 
that the resurrection is past already; and   
overthrow the faith of some" (2Ti 2:18). Turn 
to verse seventeen and read for yourselves. 
They spirited away the resurrection! They 
made it to mean something very deep and 
mystical; and in the process, they took away 
the actual resurrection altogether. 

! Among men, there is still a craving after 
new meanings, refinements upon old           
doctrines, and spiritualizations of literal facts. 
They tear out the heart of the truth and give 
us the carcass, stuffed with hypotheses,   
speculations, and larger hopes... The apostle 
Paul was very anxious that Timothy, at least, 
should stand firm to the old witness and 
should understand in their plain meaning his 
testimonies to the fact that Jesus Christ of the 
seed of David rose again from the dead. 

! Within the compass of this verse, several 
facts are recorded: first, there is here the great 
truth that Jesus, the Son of the Highest, was 
anointed of God. The apostle calls Him "Jesus 
Christ," that is, the anointed one, the Messiah, 
the sent of God. He calls Him also "Jesus," 
which signifies a Savior; and it is a grand truth 
that He Who was born of Mary, He Who was 
laid in the manger at Bethlehem, He Who 
loved and lived and died for us, is the           
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ordained and anointed Savior of men. We 
have not a moment's doubt about the mission, 
office, and design of our Lord Jesus; in fact, 
we hang our soul's salvation upon His being 
anointed of the Lord to be the Savior of men. 

! This Jesus Christ was really and truly 
man. Paul says He was "of the seed of David" 
(Rom 1:3). True, He was deity, and His birth 
was not after the ordinary manner of men; but 
still He was in all respects partaker of our     
human nature and came of the stock of David. 
This also we do believe. We are not among 
those who spiritualize the incarnation and  
suppose that God was here as a phantom or 
that the whole story is but an instructive      
legend. Nay, in very flesh and blood did the 
Son of God abide among men: bone of our 
bone and flesh of our flesh was He in the days 
of His sojourn here below. We know and       
believe that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. 
We love the incarnate God, and in Him we fix 
our trust. 

! It is implied, too, in the text that Jesus 
died; for He could not be raised from the dead 
if He had not first gone down among the dead 
and been one of them. Yes, Jesus died. The   
crucifixion was no delusion. The piercing of 
His side with a spear was clear and evident 
proof that He was dead: His heart was 
pierced, and the blood and water flowed  
therefrom. As a dead man, He was taken 
down from the cross, carried by gentle hands, 
and laid in Joseph's virgin tomb. 

! I think I see that pale corpse, white as a 
lily. Mark how it is distained with the blood of 
His five wounds, which make Him red as the 
rose. See how He is wrapped fine linen with 
sweet spices and left to spend His Sabbath all 
alone in the rock-hewn sepulcher. No man in 
this world was ever more surely dead than 
He. "He made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death" (Isa 53:9). As dead, 
they laid Him in the place of the dead with 
napkin, grave clothes, and habiliments fit for a 
grave. Then they rolled the great stone at the 
grave's mouth and left Him, knowing that He 
was dead. 

! Then comes the grand truth: as soon as 
ever the third sun commenced his shining    
circuit, Jesus rose again! His body had not    
decayed, for it was not possible for that holy 
thing to see corruption; but still it had been 
dead. And by the power of God—by His own 
power, by the Father's power, by the power of 
the Spirit, for it is attributed to each of these in 
turn—before the sun had risen, His dead body 
was quickened. The silent heart began again 
to beat; and through the stagnant canals of the 
veins, the life-flood began to circulate. The 
soul of the Redeemer again took possession of 
the body, and it lived once more. There He 
was within the sepulcher, as truly living as to 
all parts of Him as He had ever been. He       
literally and truly, in a material body, came 
forth from the tomb to live among men until 
the hour of His ascension into heaven. This is 
the truth that is still to be taught, refine it who 
may, spiritualize it who dare. This is the       
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historical fact that the apostles witnessed. This 
is the truth for which the confessors bled and 
died. This is the doctrine that is the keystone 
of the arch of Christianity, and they that hold 
it not have cast aside the essential truth of 
God. How can they hope for salvation for 
their souls if they do not believe that "the Lord 
is risen indeed"?

_________________________________________

* From a sermon delivered on Lord's Day morning, 
April 9, 1882, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
Newington. This article came from the Free Grace 
Broadcaster, Issue #235 titled, "Resurrection"
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Obituaries
BOWEN, Virgil Ray - (Deacon) 

February 3, 1922 to January 30, 2017 
Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia. 

DANIEL, Ann Hensley - 
August 24, 1929 to February 3, 2017.

Metter Primitive Baptist Church, Metter, Georgia.

WALKER, Devra Proctor - 
(Daughter of Elder Emerson Proctor)

January 31, 1961 to February 26, 2017. 
Statesboro Primitive Baptist Church, Statesboro, Georgia.

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me,
Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 

henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and 

their works do follow them.”

Revelation 14:13



In accord with the historical position of the Primitive Baptists, the editors of the Banner    
Herald subscribe to the scriptural principles stated in the 1689 London Baptist            

Confession of Faith. The following is an abbreviated statement upon that confession. 

We Believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, inspired and  
inerrant, and the only rule of faith and practice. 

We Believe in the only true and living God. That there are three persons in the Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, and that these three agree in one, are coequal, coeternal, and coexistent.

We Believe in the total depravity of the entire human family; that is, sin pollutes man's faculties;  
his heart, mind, and will - and he is unable to recover himself from his lost and ruined estate. 

We Believe in particular, eternal, and unconditional election, the effectual calling of the elect, and 
the final perseverance of the saints. 

We Believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, the only Savior and Redeemer, and that Salvation is 
by His grace alone. 

We Believe that believer's Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the ordinances of the church of     
Jesus Christ. We  Believe the only baptism taught and recognized in the Bible is immersion.

We Believe the Lord's Supper is a memorial of our Lord's death and should be regularly observed 
in the church. We Believe that the washing of the saint's feet is an example of humility and     

service to be observed by the church.

 We Believe that no minister has the right to administer the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper but such as are called by God and come under the imposition of hands by a presbytery. 

We Believe in the resurrection of the just and the unjust; that the just shall be raised, changed, 
and fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Son of God, to dwell in heaven forever, soul and 

body reunited; and, that the unjust shall be raised, soul, and body reunited, and consigned to  
punishment in hell forever.


